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UJPO-CANADA NATIONAL CONFERENCE 
WELCOMES NEW BOARD MEMBERS  
Our new National Board will now consist of the following members: 

Adam Chaleff (President): Adam Chaleff is an award-winning labour and 

social justice activist in Toronto. A member of the UJPO Toronto Board, 

Adam is currently UJPO Toronto President. Adam grew up at Camp Naivelt 

and is a graduate of the Morris Winchevsky Shule, and looks forward to 

raising his own children in the UJPO community, too. He has served as an 

officer of many boards, including Toronto Public Library, the SummerWorks 

performance festival, and Wychwood Open Door Drop-in Centre.  

Ellen Karlinsky: I have been a member of UJPO-Winnipeg for approximately ten years. I have 

served as a member of the program committee, filled the role of secretary, and am currently 

treasurer and acting chairperson. I enjoy being a part of a community of progressive people who 

share similar values and beliefs. Before joining the UJPO Board I was very active on the board of 

the Sholem Aleichem Community, a secular humanistic Jewish group in 

Winnipeg.  

 Joining the National Board is my way of honouring Roz Usiskin, Dora 

Rosenbaum and others of their generation who are mentors and have inspired 

me to stay involved. They speak about the rich history of UJPO and the 

importance of the national organization.  

 I hope I can be a voice in bringing forward progressive ideas and concerns of the Winnipeg 

group. We need to strengthen the connection. 

Judy Haid-Smith: I joined UJPO the year I went to Israel with the tour led by 

Sam and Ronnee. I can’t remember which year that was (Ed. 2009). I have been 

active in the organization since that Israel trip and on the committee that 

involves inviting speakers and developing 1/2 day seminars.  

 I became a board member in 2017 and I am currently active on a committee 

to examine where UJPO Winnipeg is heading, establishing education outreach 

for our membership and developing relationships with other left groups that are 

active for change. 

 I personally believe that it is essential to have a Jewish voice from the left perspective and to 

try to slowly bring change and dialogue with other Jewish organizations. I believe representing a 

larger community such as membership at a National level can add to our credibility and 

strengthens our voice. Additionally, creating stronger ties at the National level can help us create 

even greater joint projects together. 

 I look forward to serving on the board.    

Max Wallace (Treasurer): I have been a member of UJPO for almost ten 

years. For several years, I was co-chair of the Social Justice Committee and 

in 2017, I founded the Yiddish singing group, Zing! Zing! Zing! I am 

currently a member of the UJPO-Toronto Board of Directors. Among the 

reasons I am eager to join the UJPO Canada Board – it is exactly 75 years  
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since my grandfather, Max Bailey, was elected the first 

Vice President of UJPO Canada at the founding conference 

in 1945. Like him, I believe in the importance of a strong 

Jewish left. 

Abbie Bakan (Vice President): See 

the interview with Abbie on page 8 of 

this issue. 

Ester Reiter:  I don’t remember 

when I actually joined Toronto 

UJPO, probably sometime in the 

early 1970s. Before that I grew up in 

the JPFO [Jewish People’s Fraternal Order] Yiddish shules, 

the US version of the UJPO.  

 I have been on the Toronto 

UJPO Board, the programme 

committee of the UJPO, the shule 

committee of the Winchevsky shule, 

and Naivelt Camp Committee. Lev 

Jaeger and I conducted a “red 

Yiddish” group all last winter. 

 I hope to contribute to the Board by keeping alive our 

wonderful tradition of Yiddishkeyt. I want to be part of the 

discussion of our UJPO archives, and because of my 

Winnipeg connections (where my family lives) I look 

forward to helping revitalize our National presence. 

Carl Rosenberg (Vancouver): 

Carl Rosenberg is an active 

member of the United Jewish 

People’s Order and Independent 

Jewish Voices Canada. He edited 

Outlook: Canada’s Progressive 

Jewish Magazine from 1998 to 

2016, and joined UJPO at approximately the same time as 

he began editing Outlook. 

 He has been a regular contributor to UJPO News and a 

member of the National Board for several years. He has 

always tried, in both capacities, to uphold UJPO’s political 

and cultural legacy and the rich contribution it has made to 

Canada and to Canada’s Jewish community.   

Elka Guz (Toronto): See UJPO 

News, Winter 2020 issue, page 6, 

available online at https://4beece82-

fcc5-4a91-8910-

9bc7fce6df3f.filesusr.com/ugd/260419_

0b60ea9d2d2749a6a1d68e9b1c72f0fc.

pdf 

Conference Report 

By Ester Reiter 

Sunday, October 18th was an historic occasion. The Zoom 

format enabled us to have a meeting that spanned three 

provinces. About fifty members Zoomed in and it was 

exciting to see old friends and new faces from Vancouver, 

Winnipeg and Toronto. Most impressive was Mark Etkin, 

of Winnipeg, Zooming in from his hospital bed after knee 

surgery! We owe a big thank you to the many hours of 

meetings that Adam Chaleff, our new president, Barbara 

Blaser, our former treasurer, and Jacob Bakan put in to 

planning the conference, which Jacob chaired brilliantly.  

 We heard encouraging reports about the activities of 

Winnipeg UJPO, including the lectures, the  North End 

choir, the Yiddish reading group and their extensive 

collaboration with other progressive groups in Winnipeg. 

Winnipeg also has a number of new board members. 

Toronto’s Camp Naivelt was bustling this summer with 

carefully planned activities that kept the sense of 

community alive. In Toronto, the Rosh Hashoneh and Yom 

Kippur events were well attended via Zoom, the shule  has 

an enrollment of several dozen, and Toronto has a B’nai 

Mitzvah programme for adults. Considering the constraints 

of Covid, both Winnipeg and Toronto are doing very well 

indeed. 

  Adam Chaleff, the incoming president of UJPO 

Canada, introduced some needed changes in our 

constitution. It has been many years since UJPO provided 

insurance benefits although we are incorporated as an 

insurance body. Some of the most significant changes were 

proposed as a result of consultation with our lawyer. We 

are reincorporating as a non-profit, i.e. what we actually 

are, holding convention meetings annually – as per the 

legal requirements – and holding elections for National 

Board members every two years to encourage new faces. 

 We acknowledged the many years our former 

president, David Abramowitz, devoted to our organization 

in cultural activities as well as president of the National 

Board. We remembered the contributions of Ben Shek to 

UJPO, and exciting that this year’s recipient of the  Ben 

Shek Social Justice Award was Winnipeg’s Dora 

Rosenbaum for her contributions in enriching Winnipeg’s 

cultural life. Both Mark Etkin and I remember how Dora’s 

singing with the children was the highlight of our families’ 

experience in the Winnipeg shule years ago. 

 The election of the incoming board and officers was by 

acclamation, and we look forward to an energizing of our 

national organization. As our new vice president, Abbie 

Bakan, said, it is a welcome challenge for the new board to 

learn about the history of our organization and honour that 

history as we move forward. Adam Chaleff is very 

interested in reviving the organization nationally, 

particularly in Vancouver. We might add, Montreal as well. 

One of the upsides of this dreary pandemic is Zoom which 

https://4beece82-fcc5-4a91-8910-9bc7fce6df3f.filesusr.com/ugd/260419_0b60ea9d2d2749a6a1d68e9b1c72f0fc.pdf
https://4beece82-fcc5-4a91-8910-9bc7fce6df3f.filesusr.com/ugd/260419_0b60ea9d2d2749a6a1d68e9b1c72f0fc.pdf
https://4beece82-fcc5-4a91-8910-9bc7fce6df3f.filesusr.com/ugd/260419_0b60ea9d2d2749a6a1d68e9b1c72f0fc.pdf
https://4beece82-fcc5-4a91-8910-9bc7fce6df3f.filesusr.com/ugd/260419_0b60ea9d2d2749a6a1d68e9b1c72f0fc.pdf
https://4beece82-fcc5-4a91-8910-9bc7fce6df3f.filesusr.com/ugd/260419_0b60ea9d2d2749a6a1d68e9b1c72f0fc.pdf
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means we can all take part in and enjoy UJPO events 

throughout the country. 

 A good example of that is the panel that followed our 

meeting with UJPO panel members from three different 

cities. We heard from Dr. Amina Jabbar, a geriatrician in 

Toronto, Dr. Joel Kettner of Winnipeg and Sheila Block of 

the Canadian Centre for Policy Alternatives in Ottawa. The 

panel discussed the ways in which Covid-19 has adversely 

affected marginalized communities and what we need to do 

to produce more equitable communities. The panel also 

discussed what are the opportunities for progressive social 

change as the weaknesses and inequities in our institutions 

become more glaring. 

 Amina’s excellent presentation was informed by her 

day-to-day work as a geriatrician as well as her research.  

Sheila (whose mother Jeannette was there as well on 

Zoom) looked at the policy implications that emerged from 

Amina’s talk. Joel took a more controversial position, in 

particular about masking, which gave some of the audience 

high blood pressure. I think all appreciated his concluding 

remarks emphasizing the need to consider not just living, 

but quality of life in making health care decisions. 

 We look forward to a year with an active board, 

sharing many activities in our goal to support and promote 

secular Jewish culture, education and social justice 

throughout the country.  

NATIONAL UJPO NEWS 

FROM WINNIPEG 

North End Jewish Choir Seeks New Members 

By Sydney Hildebrandt, Staff Reporter, Winnipeg Free 

Press, August 12, 2020 

For more than seven decades, the North End Jewish Folk 

Choir has been keeping alive the strength and resilience of 

Holocaust victims and survivors through a multilingual 

repertoire unlike any other.  

 But members of the quaint group fear for the choir’s 

survival, as almost all 17 members are seniors, and 

engaging new members and conductors has proven to be an 

onerous task over the years. 

 “That’s a big fear, and we’re facing it now,” said Dora 

Rosenbaum, 92, who has been with the choir since its 

inception. 

 The choir was born in the mid-20th century, shortly 

after the 1943 Warsaw Ghetto Uprising, when Jewish 

fighters resisted deportation to German-run death camps. 

The choral group was formed to commemorate this 

significant historical event – and for the love of music. 

 “In the choir now we have quite a few people who are 

not of Jewish background, but they like the joy of singing; 

this is actually what brings us together – we like to sing,” 

Rosenbaum said. 

 “It’s been a lot of fun … and we’ve built up a great 

comradeship between everyone, and it’s like a little 

family.” 

 Early on the choir, which has experienced multiple 

rebirths, performed to mark the anniversary of the 1943 

uprising and Jewish secular holidays, but over time the 

group started singing at events, such as cultural days, and at 

seniors’ homes. 

 Since many of the singers are not fluent in the 

languages in which they perform, the group relies on 

transliteration, which has enabled them to sing in languages 

such as Yiddish, Spanish, and Latin – to name a few.  

 Though the choir is cultural in origin, Rosenbaum said 

there are members of various backgrounds, some non-

religious. 

 For Harriet Zaidman, who joined in 2006, it’s her love 

of singing that led her to get involved, though she does 

have a Jewish background, too. 

 “I actually have no knowledge of music. I just like to 

sing,” she said. “But the nice thing is our choir director, 

Koren Kaminski, finds ways to draw us out, and we 

perform, we do four-part harmonies, and you know, she 

seems to draw out the best in us in a very pleasant way.” 

 Lionel Steiman, 79, joined the group around 1990, and 

is more optimistic about the future of the choir. 

 “They say everything comes to an end, but what are 

you going to do? Think about that all of the time? 

 “Somehow we’ve always managed to rope in a couple 

of new singers from here and there and that keeps us going.” 

 The choir typically practises at St. John’s High School, 

but due to the COVID-19 pandemic the group has paused 

its rehearsals. But if anyone is interested in joining the 

North End Jewish Folk Choir, they can contact Rosenbaum 

at 204-338-3448.  

Donation to AUUC Building Fund Campaign 

The following letter was sent to the Association of United 

Ukrainian Canadians from UJPO-Winnipeg: 

 “In support of your financial campaign to upgrade the 

very historic Labour Temple, the Board on behalf of UJPO 

(United Jewish People’s Order) are contributing $500.00.  

 UJPO and AUUC have a long history of cooperating 

with each other on some very important issues.  We wish 

you success in this very important project.” 

 From Dora Rosenbaum on behalf of UJPO Board.  
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Winnipeg Report Part Two  

Submitted by Ellen Karlinsky 

There’s no point mentioning how different life is now. We 

have our meetings over Zoom. It’s always especially 

wonderful to see everyone at our meetings. These 

connections are so important. Of course we miss Roz’s 

baking. 

 All of our members seem to be doing well. We have a 

healthy board consisting of twelve members. Our 

membership is sitting at about 25 members. 

 We are so proud of Dora Rosenbaum. She is this year’s 

well deserving recipient of the Ben Shek Social Justice 

Award. Dora continues to be an inspiration and mentor. 

She has shown great leadership in sustaining the North End 

Jewish Folk Choir....on hiatus until the pandemic ends. We 

appreciate the generous support and recent donation from 

the UJPO National. It’s a great boost to the morale of the 

choir. 

 Winnipeg’s Jewish archives are being housed here in 

Winnipeg at the Jewish Historical Society. They welcomed 

the donation of these treasured documents. 

 Our first Zoom program was with Dr Joel Kettner early 

in the pandemic. Joel did a short presentation and then took 

questions from board members. Joel is a strong advocate 

for open discourse and encourages critical thinking and 

curiosity. Joel was also a panel member at the National 

convention. 

 We sponsored a successful Zoom program with Dr. 

Radhika Desai from the University of Manitoba. She spoke 

about “Understanding Racism from a Marxist Perspective”. 

It was very stimulating and thought provoking. We had 

UJPO members from Toronto join us. We all were very 

excited about this and see the potential for more 

collaboration in the future. 

 Our next program will be on anti-Semitism featuring 

Lionel Steiman who is a board member and our amazing 

resource. He is a retired scholar from U of M and has 

taught and written extensively on this subject. 

 We will be having two sessions on Zoom in November 

and December. Look for the invitation when it comes out. 

 We will be holding a lecture series given by Itay Zutra 

who teaches Yiddish Studies at U of M. This will be the 

fourth year we have held the lecture series and will be 

opening it up on Zoom to UJPO members across Canada. 

More information will be out soon. 

 The UJPO Book Club is very active. It features a 

diverse reading list and the meetings are full of lively 

debate and discussion. It continues to meet on Zoom. Some 

of our members have been active in writing letters calling 

out misinformation in the Jewish Post and News here in 

Winnipeg. 

 We support Black Lives Matter and other progressive 

solidarity movements fighting for justice and police 

defunding and reform. Earlier in the year UJPO was 

supporting the Student Climate Strike. 

 We also cosponsored an event with IJV earlier in the 

year when Suzanne Weiss came to Winnipeg to talk about 

her work. 

 Roz Usiskin made a special presentation to our board 

on the history of the UJPO and its National presence. It was 

incredibly interesting and influenced my decision to join 

the national board. 

 We have a strategic planning committee that is doing 

some important reflection and analysis. We look forward to 

hearing their recommendations. 

 I will end this report on a sad note. We are grieving the 

loss of our dear friend and comrade Mark Golden who 

passed away in the spring. He was an amazing man and 

was very involved in UJPO and the former Outlook 

Magazine. We miss Mark so much and think about his 

loved ones and their profound loss. 

 Loa Henry also passed away this year. She was an 

active member of the Yiddish choir. Loa put together a 

beautiful book about women, song and the resistance. It 

was presented a few years ago at the Warsaw Ghetto 

Memorial. Loa will be missed and our hearts go out to her 

family.  
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To the UJPO News: 

This has turned out to be a momentous month. Receiving 

the Ben Shek award and then having the choir receive 

$1000 from the UJPO Canada Heritage Fund is frosting on 

the cake. Would you convey the following to the outgoing 

National Board members. “On behalf of the Winnipeg 

UJPO’s North End Jewish Folk choir our heart-felt thanks 

for the $1000 donation from the Heritage Fund. This will 

enable us to plan our next season without a financial handi-

cap. Again thank you.   

From Dora Rosenbaum on behalf of the UJPO Winnipeg 

North End Jewish Folk Choir.  

FROM TORONTO 

By Rachel Epstein 

Greetings from Toronto! We were delighted to see many 

familiar faces at the UJPO-Canada conference on October 

25. It was particularly good to put faces to names of 

Winnipeg members. We are hopeful that the revitalization 

of UJPO-Canada will provide more opportunities for 

communication and collaboration. 

 Since March 2020, our world has been transformed. It 

seems like a lifetime ago when we were holding live 

events, sitting next to and hugging each other and sharing 

food. In February we held the Naivelt Midwinter Mingle 

and in early March the Morris WinchevskyShule held its 

annual Purim party. We ate pizza and hamentaschen and 

danced to the live music provided by our pop-up musical 

guests! 

 Now, like everyone, we are physically distancing, 

worrying about our loved ones and those most vulnerable 

to the virus, and adjusting to a new way of living. Many 

UJPO-Toronto members are engaged in caretaking and 

activist work to both alleviate current suffering and in the 

service of long-term change. 

 Here’s some of what’s going on within the 

organization: 

Communications & Check-Ins: At the start of the 

pandemic we initiated bi-weekly community check-ins on 

Zoom for anyone in the community who wanted to 

participate. We compiled a list of community members 

who might be more vulnerable to the virus, and a small 

group of volunteers did phone check-ins. We wanted to 

ensure that people who might be feeling isolated and/or 

afraid, would have a place to connect with others.  

Office & Staff: Our office is basically closed and all staff 

are working at home, although sue has started going into 

the office once or twice a week. Our staff now consists of 

myself as the E.D., having taken over from Maxine in 

2017; sue who works 4 days a week doing administration 

and communications; Lynn Lubitz, our accountant who 

took over from Matt Hicks; Lia Tarachansky, the Education 

Director and teachers: Tal Rock, Miriam Brookman, Iris 

Benedikt, and Lainie Basman, plus Sharoni Sibony who 

facilitates the Adult B’nai Mitzvah. We also have Saskia 

Laufer, a recent shule grad, working with us until 

November, helping to plan the holidays and upping our 

social media game.  

 Morris Winchevsky School (MWS): The MWS went 

online in March last year, and Lia, sue and the teachers 

worked extremely hard to make this happen. We started the 

school year with an online Sukkot party, and have now 

moved to in-person shule, with careful Covid protocols in 

place. Given everything, enrolment is good, with 

approximately 32 kids registered. We are extremely 

fortunate to have such dedicated, hardworking and talented 

staff at the shule.  

Adult B’nai Mitzvah: The Adult B’nai Mitzvah program 

is running for the second time this year with approximately 

10 participants. The program will run bi-weekly from Fall 

to Spring, including an optional research project and group 

ceremony. We are delighted to have Sharoni Sibony 

facilitating the program. She is an experienced and 

enthusiastic Jewish educator, across multiple disciplines.  

 Camp Naivelt: ECAL and the Camp Committee went 

through a rigorous process at the start of the season to 

figure out how and under what conditions people would go 

to Camp Naivelt this season, and what kinds of 

programming could safely happen. In the end, the Camp 

had a highly successful, Covid-safe season. The 

programming committee came up with a creative format for 

themed weeks. Themes included Pride, nature and the 

environment, Black Lives Matter, and food for thought. 

Holidays: Our holiday celebrations have also moved 

online. In April we held a very successful virtual Third 

Seyder, with approximately 70 “devices” attending, or 

approximately 150 people. Musicians David Wall and 

Marilyn Lerner joined us, the MWS students sent in a video 

of the Four Questions, Ely T. wowed us with the Ten 

Plagues Rap, and various people read poems and short 

pieces of writing. It was a celebration of life and 

community, and we received much positive feedback!  

 In September, we held Rosh Hashanah and Yom 

Kippur celebrations online, this time with Marilyn and 

David prerecording their songs. The program consisted of 

poetry, music, and text. Attendance was higher than we 

typically get in person, with people attending from all over 

the world. At these celebrations we imagined the new 

world that might emerge from the current crises, and we 

honoured those who have died as result of the multiple 
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pandemics we are experiencing. Again, these programs 

were enthusiastically received.   

Other programs: Much of our programming is currently 

on hiatus due to the pandemic, including our Yiddish 

program, Red Yiddish – though it has apparently inspired 

another online program: Rad Yiddish. ZZZ, our singing 

group, is also unfortunately on hold.  

 I’d like to particularly draw attention to the work of the 

Indigenous Issues Working Group (IIWG), co-chaired by 

Deb O’Rourke and sue goldstein, that is working to bring 

forward Indigenous struggles and history to the UJPO 

community. They held two workshops in the spring and 

summer and are working on developing a closer 

relationship with the Mississaugas of the Credit River, 

prompted by a presentation from Chief Stacey Laforme at 

Camp Naivelt’s Peace Tea in 2018.  

 We are in the process of formulating some new 

program ideas including educational sessions on radical 

Jewish history and Yiddishkeit; more intergenerational 

events that encourage relationship and community building; 

and some events that are pure fun. Community building and 

fun seem particularly important given the anxiety and 

isolation that many are experiencing due to both the 

pandemic and the current political situation.  

Yiddish Book Project: We were delighted last summer 

when Yiddish scholar Miriam Borden became interested in 

the random collection of Yiddish books haphazardly piled 

in our storage closet. Miriam mobilized a knowledgeable 

and dedicated team of volunteers who have now catalogued 

over 50 boxes of books, the University of Toronto Library 

is interested in some of them, and Miriam has developed a 

multi-part podcast about the collection and the cataloguing 

process, based on interviews with several UJPO members. 

Recently another enthusiastic volunteer, Jordan Chad, 

worked over two weekends to complete the cataloguing of 

the collection. The full collection will be offered to U of T, 

and then to the Yiddish Book Centre in Amherst, Mass.  

Cemetery: And finally, the cemetery. Things are moving 

forward with the South Section at Bathurst Lawn Memorial 

Park where we are purchasing 23 new plots.  

 I want to thank Board members, Committee members, 

staff and the general membership for all the hard work they 

continue to put in. This year has been particularly 

challenging, and many people have risen to the occasion 

putting in hours and hours of thought, effort and 

contribution. Many of us are oygezoompt, i.e. experiencing 

Zoom fatigue, so I’d like to end with a reminder of the 

importance of self-care and care for one another.  

 

 

Thank you for your donation to Gisha! 

Several months ago, UJPO initiated an event held at 

Friends House in Toronto, entitled “Gaza at the fence” with 

speakers Elizabeth Tsurkov of Gisha, and Hammam Farah 

of Association of Progressive Palestinian Canadians.  Co-

sponsors were IJV, Beit Zatoun, IfNotNow-Toronto, and 

Canada Boat to Gaza. 

 At the end of the presentations and discussion, we took 

up a collection earmarked for Gisha. The sum of $180 was 

collected and sent to Gisha. We received the following note 

from Gisha: 

 “Thank you for your contribution of $180 to Gisha and 

for your support to advance freedom of movement for 

Palestinians in Gaza. Your donation, beyond supporting the 

work that we do, is a great source of encouragement, 

especially during these challenging times.” (...) 

  “Even in the present circumstances, when travel 

around the world is limited, we are working to protect Gaza 

residents’ right to freedom of movement by ensuring that 

individuals who need to travel to return home and to access 

urgent medical care are able to do so. Recently, we won a 

case on behalf of three Gaza residents who had been 

stranded abroad and unable to return home. Following our 

petition, the Jerusalem District Court ordered Israel to 

facilitate their return to their homes, even in the absence of 

coordination between the PA and Israel. 

  “While this case resolved the matter for these 

individuals, countless Palestinians are still stranded in 

Jordan and other countries around the world. In a letter sent 

by Gisha to the Coordinator of Government Activities in 

the Territories, we demanded that Israel immediately 

enable all Gaza residents stranded abroad to return to their 

homes, as a matter of basic morality and in keeping with 

Israel’s obligations according to international law and 

Israeli law. We will continue to act to protect and promote 

freedom of movement.” 

 Again, thank you for your support. 

Best wishes, 

Rebecca Lederkramer 

Resource Development Coordinator 

Gisha – Legal Center for Freedom of Movement  

www.gisha.org 

http://gisha.org/en-blog 

FROM HAMILTON 

By Paul Weinberg 

On September 13, Max Wallace addressed at the Hamilton 

UJPO Zoom call some of the thorny issues surrounding 

Jews and the Second World War. The biggest one is the 

http://www.gisha.org/
http://gisha.org/en-blog


 UJPO News Fall 2020 7 

alleged passivity of Jews in the face of the Holocaust. 

There were in fact acts of resistance. The biggest and most 

famous example was the Warsaw ghetto uprising in 1943. 

Others included the failure by the Allies to bomb the 

concentrations camps and the question whether Pope Pius 

XII and the Vatican could have done more to save Jews. 

The last item continues to be contentious among historians 

as new information is starting to percolate from the Vatican 

archives.  

 Our group is planning a Zoom call on Sunday Nov. 8 

to discuss the Nov. 3 US election and what it means for 

both Jews and Canadians. Hamilton rabbi David Mivasair 

who spent time campaigning in the US Democratic 

primaries for Bernie Sanders and more recently for Joe 

Biden, will be participating. 

 Finally, a collection of essays and articles about the 

politics, culture and history of Hamilton, edited by Paul 

Weinberg is being launched formally on Nov. 13 by the 

local publisher Wolsak & Wynn through a live stream 

(details will be announced). Reclaiming Hamilton: Essays 

from the Ambitious City can be purchased from 

independent book stores or from the publisher. 

HONOURABLE MENTSHN 

Ben Shek Award presented to  
Dora Rosenbaum 

By Ellen Karlinsky 

Dora Rosenbaum (nee Paul) was born in 1928 in Morden, 

Manitoba. She was born into a very progressive family and 

at five attended the Arbiter Ring Shule, which in later years 

became the Sholem Aleichem Shule. Dora’s mother was an 

active member of the Muter Ferein. It is clear that social 

activism is in Dora’s DNA. 

 Dora became a member of UJPO when it first was 

founded in 1945. It is where she met Harry Rosenbaum 

who became her husband of 67 years. Harry passed away in 

2017. 

 Over the many years as an UJPO member Dora has 

held many and various positions on the board. She attended 

the UJPO National Convention and in 1964 was selected as 

one of three Winnipeg delegates from the Manitoba Peace 

Council to attend a convention in The Hague, where a 

Women’s Strike for Peace Protest against the first nuclear 

ship launched by NATO took place. It was a massive 

demonstration. From The Hague, Dora’s delegation was 

invited by the Soviet Peace Committee to visit Moscow, 

Kiev and Warsaw. 

 Dora has been a member of the Yiddish Choir from her 

early days in Arbiter Ring. She is a beautiful singer and her 

voice is a gift. She is also a member of the Ukrainian 

Labour choir. 

 In recent years Dora took on the leadership of the 

North End Jewish Folk Choir. Through her passionate 

devotion the choir still continues. There have been so many 

challenges but Dora’s commitment has been steadfast. The 

choir performs at the annual Warsaw Ghetto memorial. 

Dora has played a lead role in organizing this event every 

year and has made a great effort to involve young people in 

the program.  

 Dora is a fighter, an activist and a mentor. Always 

kind, Dora encourages those of us in the “youth wing” to 

stay involved and do more. One of our board members 

recently said of Dora, 

 “Dora has a remarkable ability to explore diverse 

perspectives from a strong moral compass.” 

 Dora has courage to stay the course even when it made 

her life more difficult in the Jewish community. Dora is a 

principled, resolute and resilient woman who sees a need 

and goes about mobilizing to accomplish her goal, from 

teaching Yiddish to children to ensuring the success of the 

choir in the community. 

 Dora is so deserving of the Ben Shek Award for a 

lifetime of social justice work. We are very proud of her 

and value her contributions to creating a better society. 

 Congratulations, Dora.  

Tribute to David Abramowitz 

By Barbara Blaser presented at the National Conference 

Good morning, everyone and thank you for attending the 

UJPO-Canada National Conference. As a member of the 

National Board in the role as Treasurer for more than ten 

years, I now have the pleasure and honour today to pay 

tribute to and honour a person that has guided our 

organization as its National UJPO President for the past 37 

years. Over the last several years, he has continued to tell 

many of us that “he is past his due date” as President, but 

we ignored him. In the years he has been President he has 

written political statements on a range of issues, many that 

were printed in the UJPO News and earlier in the Outlook 

Publications David was deeply involved in. 

 David’s involvement in cultural events and programs 

across Canada with the Sections in Toronto, Winnipeg, 

Vancouver and Montreal was extensive. He toured and 

helped plan for guest speakers, panels and tours that were 

undertaken by the UJPO to Israel/Palestine, Ukraine and 

the former Soviet Union. 

 His participation in UJPO Toronto and the Morris 

Winchevsky Shule where he graduated from were 

invaluable. As President of UJPO Toronto for many years, 
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he was a frequent speaker at UJPO Lodge meetings, and 

was a leader in the Emil Gartner Lodge throughout its 

existence. David was on the Shule Advisory Council and a 

board member of the proposed MWS housing co-op. 

 There was not a program or event that David was not 

involved in, honouring martyred Soviet writers, Warsaw 

Ghetto Uprising commemorations, holiday celebrations, 

developing content, contributing dramatic elements to Rosh 

Hashonah, Yom Kippur, Purim, and Passover. At the time 

we had New Year’s celebrations, David was well known 

for his “Year In Review” that he wrote and, of course, was 

the star of. 

  The list of programs and events that David has been 

involved in and excelled at is quite long. However, I can 

tell you that he was the founder and involved in many of 

the important roles of the Toronto Ensemble Theatre 

(UJPO theatre group), co-founder of Centre Spotlight that 

was a cultural showcase of Jewish talent, and a very strong 

supporter of the Toronto Jewish Folk Choir where he 

performed as emcee and narrator at Choir concerts. 

 Yiddish Commitments were very important to David.  

There were 12 Yiddish organizations that comprised the 

Kultur Gesellschaft that held monthly lectures. David was 

President for several years. There were other Yiddish 

groups David was also involved in. 

 David’s participation was far and wide; for instance, he 

was a board member of the Congress of Secular Jewish 

Organization in the US, now known as the Cultural and 

Secular Jewish Organization, Outlook Publications even 

after the office moved to Vancouver, the Ashkenaz 

Festival, a speaker at the Yiddish Vinkl, and the UJPO 

representative at Canadian Jewish Congress Conventions. 

 Through the many years of David’s involvement, he 

was always accompanied by his partner, Brian Kirby. Brian 

was truly devoted to David and has been truly missed by 

David over the past three years. Brian was a very staunch 

supporter of UJPO/MWS and was always ready to help out 

where needed in events being held. 

 I could go on with many more facets to David’s 

involvement in our organizations as well as outside the 

United Jewish People’s Order. However, it is now time to 

thank David for his many years of dedication and service to 

the UJPO, both locally and nationally as well as his 

involvement in the Morris Winchevsky School and other 

friendly organizations. The National Board has made a 

donation to Friends of Canadian Broadcasting in David’s 

honour. Thank you, David, for all you have done.  

 

 

WHAT’S IN ORDER 
Mazl tov to: 

Ann Pohl who turned 70 

Get well to: 

Natalie Zemon Davis 

Mari Drexler 

Heartfelt condolences to:  

Lev and Hillel Jaeger on the passing of their father Martin 

Jaeger. Father-in-law of Shlomit Segal and grandfather of 

Zohar Segal-Jaeger. 

David Abramowitz on the passing of his cherished sister-

in-law Jane Abramowitz. 

Family of Naomi Binder Wall. 

Family of Saul Zalik. 

GETTING TO KNOW  
OUR UJPO MEMBERS 

Interview with Abigail Bakan 

Interviewed by Sam Blatt  

When did you become a member of UJPO (Toronto)? 

 My connection to UJPO came along with my cottage 

life at Naivelt, from the summer of 2013. I was familiar 

with many Naivelters over many years through various 

activist circles, but my entry into UJPO followed from my 

involvement with the community through Camp Naivelt. 

What brought you to UJPO?  

 My youngest brother (there are six of us siblings in 

total), Jacob, and his partner Nicole with nephews Micah 

and Simon, had a cottage at Naivelt. And Ester Reiter is an 

adopted member of our extended family. When the cottage 

next door to the Bakan-Bennetts became available on Hill 2 

Circle, Jacob and Nicole generously invited me and my 

husband, Paul Kellogg, to consider joining the community. 

 We immediately felt at home. The commitment to 

social change and the progressive values of UJPO are 

consistent with our long experience of activism in Toronto. 

But it was also the orientation to preserve and advance 

secular Jewish life, and to include all generations in 

activities and events, that were so attractive and affirming.  

Are you active in any boards and/or committees? 

 I have been involved in the Naivelt Program 

Committee for the past few years. This was a particularly 

interesting and challenging experience during the period of 
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the pandemic in the summer of 2020. We had to suspend 

our usual program of weekly bagel brunch seminars and 

Saturday night social events, of course, as we now needed 

to consider how to adhere to public health guidelines and 

keep all of us safe and well. So we devised an entirely 

different program for the summer, based on weekly themes. 

We invited families at Naivelt or away from camp to 

collectively share socially-distanced activities based on 

each weekly theme. The themes reminded us of the unique 

commitments of our community – from “Colours of the 

Rainbow” to “Black Lives Matter” to “Naivelt History”. 

 I have also expressed an interest in joining the UJPO 

Canada board. I would look forward to learning about and 

extending connections within and across UJPO’s diverse 

and various areas of work. 

What is your life outside UJPO? 

 There’s a lot here. I am a professor in the Department 

of Social Justice Education (SJE) at OISE, and I am cross-

appointed to the Department of Political Science, at the 

University of Toronto. I am very committed to my students 

and my research, which focusses on anti-oppression 

politics. I am an author, and my most recent book (2020) is 

titled Israel, Palestine and the Politics of Race: Exploring 

Identity and Power in a Global Context, co-authored with 

Yasmeen Abu-Laban at the University of Alberta.  I also 

spend as much time as I can with family. Paul and I have 

two grown children and a grandson, who is just over a year 

old. And, I have been involved in various movements for 

social justice for many years in Toronto, including 

advocacy for the rights of women, immigrants/migrants and 

precarious workers. 

Have there been any changes in UJPO since you joined, or 

changes you would like to see over the coming years, that 

you would like to mention? 

 I think UJPO has been faced with a challenge over 

recent years, and I have been privileged to be part of this 

moment and its various opportunities as well as tensions. 

UJPO is unique in its history, and it is remarkable how 

many experienced members have sustained their 

commitment literally over decades. There are also new 

younger people every year who come around us, more so 

perhaps recently, who are keenly seeking a progressive 

secular Jewish space in the current political and economic 

context. This moment offers, I think, a unique opportunity 

for both preservation and renewal. 

 I have a strong commitment to education, not only 

formal education but also public education as part of 

effective activism. Education is so inherent to progressive 

Jewish life, and can also help us vision next steps to grow 

and strengthen our organization. UJPO is already 

advancing amazing educational events and programs, and I 

think there are many opportunities here going forward. 

Issues such as the themes we addressed in our summer 

programming at Naivelt had wide resonance –  this was 

inspiring  and could bode well for wider community 

building. 

Last and not least – is there a book or movie you would 

recommend? 

 For non-fiction, I would recommend Glen Sean 

Coulthard’s Red Skin, White Masks: Rejecting the Colonial 

Politics of Recognition (2014). This is an excellent and 

very accessible text about Indigenous politics in Canada. 

And, in this COVID-19 moment, of course many of us are 

sharing shows and series to view. I would recommend 

viewing the musical Hamilton. It’s not without its historical 

inaccuracies, but it is a remarkable cultural phenomenon 

and a tribute the creative potential of hip hop.  

POETRY, SONGS & WRITINGS 

Louise Glück, winner of the 2020 Nobel 
Prize for Literature 

By Harriet Lyons 

Louise Glück, the winner of the 2020 Nobel Prize for 

Literature, was born in New York in 1943 to Jewish 

parents. She did not like to be referred to as “Jewish-

American” because she said her sense of “in-betweeness” 

went beyond any one of her conflicted identities. Her father 

was the co-inventor of the X-Acto knife, and some 

reviewers have drawn attention to frequent images of 

cutting and severance in her work. Rather than rhyme, her 

poetic form relies on abrupt, often mid-sentence, line 

breaks, which frequently shift the reader’s attention from 

one aspect of a thought to another.  

 Her poetry is deeply concerned with women’s 

experience, but she emphasizes the tension between mother 

love and freedom, for both mothers and daughters, which 

itself is intimately connected to the tension between mind 

and body, and life and death. She suffered from anorexia 

nervosa for many years, which stopped her from 

completing college, and endured a long spell of writer’s 

block, before emerging as a major poet, and sought-after 

university teacher.  

 She has known both long-term love and bitter breakup 

and divorce. Her work draws deeply on her personal 

experience, but she frequently voices that experience 

through the imagined words and thoughts of mythological 

characters or non-human entities, such as flowers. Her 2006 

collection, Averno, contains, among other things, a series 

of poems based on the myth of Demeter, goddess of grain 

and fertility, and Persephone, her daughter, who became 
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the bride of Hades, god of death and the underworld, after 

eating six pomegranate seeds. Demeter wandered the earth 

searching for Persephone, and condemned the earth to 

perpetual winter, until reaching a compromise under which 

summer, and Persephone, were allowed to return for half of 

each year. In Glück’s retelling, the prevailing image of 

Persephone as an unwilling victim is interrogated.  

 Persephone is presented as a figure torn between all-

encompassing love, extending beyond her mother to all of 

the earth, and a desire for freedom and adult sexuality, a 

conflict presented as a contrast between daughterliness and 

mature womanhood. To choose the latter is also to choose 

death, but perpetual innocence also carries a price. Glück 

invokes contemporary discourse on sexual predation, and 

hints that it may be more complicated than the MeToo 

movement sometimes makes out. My favourite of the 

Persephone poems is reproduced here. The others, as well 

as more works by Glück, may be found at 

https://poets.org/poems/louise-gluck. Still more poems, and 

biographical information may be found at 

https://www.poetryfoundation.org/poets/louise-gluck. 

Persephone the Wanderer 

By Louise Glück - 1943- 

In the first version, Persephone 

is taken from her mother 

and the goddess of the earth 

punishes the earth – this is 

consistent with what we know of human behavior, 

that human beings take profound satisfaction 

in doing harm, particularly 

unconscious harm: 

we may call this 

negative creation. 

Persephone’s initial 

sojourn in hell continues to be 

pawed over by scholars who dispute 

the sensations of the virgin: 

did she cooperate in her rape, 

or was she drugged, violated against her will, 

as happens so often now to modern girls. 

As is well known, the return of the beloved 

does not correct 

the loss of the beloved: Persephone 

returns home 

stained with red juice like 

a character in Hawthorne – 

I am not certain I will 

keep this word: is earth 

“home” to Persephone? Is she at home, conceivably, 

in the bed of the god? Is she 

at home nowhere? Is she 

a born wanderer, in other words 

an existential 

replica of her own mother, less 

hamstrung by ideas of causality? 

You are allowed to like 

no one, you know. The characters 

are not people. 

They are aspects of a dilemma or conflict. 

Three parts: just as the soul is divided, 

ego, superego, id. Likewise 

the three levels of the known world, 

a kind of diagram that separates 

heaven from earth from hell. 

You must ask yourself: 

where is it snowing? 

White of forgetfulness, 

of desecration – 

It is snowing on earth; the cold wind says 

Persephone is having sex in hell. 

Unlike the rest of us, she doesn’t know 

what winter is, only that 

she is what causes it. 

She is lying in the bed of Hades. 

What is in her mind? 

Is she afraid? Has something 

blotted out the idea 

of mind? 

She does know the earth 

is run by mothers, this much 

is certain. She also knows 

she is not what is called 

a girl any longer. Regarding 

incarceration, she believes 

she has been a prisoner since she has been a daughter. 

The terrible reunions in store for her 

will take up the rest of her life. 

When the passion for expiation 

is chronic, fierce, you do not choose 

the way you live. You do not live; 

you are not allowed to die. 

You drift between earth and death 

which seem, finally, 

strangely alike. Scholars tell us 

that there is no point in knowing what you want 

when the forces contending over you 

could kill you. 

https://www.poetryfoundation.org/poets/louise-gluck
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White of forgetfulness, 

white of safety – 

They say 

there is a rift in the human soul 

which was not constructed to belong 

entirely to life. Earth 

asks us to deny this rift, a threat 

disguised as suggestion – 

as we have seen 

in the tale of Persephone 

which should be read 

as an argument between the mother and the lover – 

the daughter is just meat. 

When death confronts her, she has never seen 

the meadow without the daisies. 

Suddenly she is no longer 

singing her maidenly songs 

about her mother’s 

beauty and fecundity. Where 

the rift is, the break is. 

Song of the earth, 

song of the mythic vision of eternal life – 

My soul 

shattered with the strain 

of trying to belong to earth – 

What will you do, 

when it is your turn in the field with the god? 

A LITTLE NOSH 
By Harriet Zaidman 

Welcome to my recipe column! Thanks to UJPO for 

inviting me to popularize some of my favorite dishes. I 

began writing about food in Outlook magazine 10 years 

ago. After Outlook stopped publishing, I created a website, 

North End Nosh, where I post a recipe every Friday, 

advertising it on Facebook, Twitter and Instagram. North 

End Nosh is dedicated to the immigrant women who settled 

in the historic North End of Winnipeg, and whose delicious 

meals still evoke warm memories. I stand on their 

shoulders! I also salute the many accomplished cooks and 

bakers in UJPO who have fed me their sumptuous suppers 

and delectable desserts.  

 I try to make dishes that are slightly different or a cut 

above. All have been taste tested and can be found on my 

website. Of course, we all have our own preferences, so do 

as I do – adjust any that catch your eye to suit your own 

tastes.  

 I’ll start out with recipes that are probably familiar, but 

if you have any requests or questions, send them along to 

hzaidman@gmail.com. 

Shakshouka  

Shakshouka is a mid-Eastern and 

North African dish that is 

generally characterized by 

poaching eggs on top of a tangy 

tomato-based sauce. It’s a dish 

that allows you to be creative, 

even when the cupboard seems bare. Onions, garlic and 

tomatoes are the base ingredients, topped at the end with 

eggs (either poached or scrambled) and feta cheese. The 

auxiliary ingredients can be whatever suits your taste. 

Some versions use potatoes, chickpeas, beans, lentils or 

other vegetables, including artichokes and carrots. 

Seasonings range from hot peppers to curry. 

 Shakshouka can be served at any meal, although it’s 

frequently seen at brunch. With an artisan bread or baguette 

(find a recipe on my website) to sop up the egg yolk and 

sauce, or rice and a green salad, this is a good-looking, 

nutritious meal. Add a glass of white wine and you have a 

special dinner for guests. 

 Here’s a version created with bell peppers.  

Serves 4 to 6 

Time: 90 minutes 

Ingredients: 

1/4 cup olive oil 

1 onion, chopped 

4 cloves garlic, chopped 

Hot peppers – fresh or dried, according to your taste or chili 

powder 

1-2 teaspoons ground cumin 

1 tablespoon paprika 

3-4 red, yellow or orange bell peppers, sliced thinly 

1 28-ounce can tomatoes, undrained 

1/2 cup water 

Salt and pepper, to taste 

6 eggs 

1/2 cup feta cheese, crumbled 

Chopped parsley, cilantro or other herb for decoration  

Method: 

 Heat the oil in a moderate sized saucepan (10-12 

inches). Brown the onion gently, add the chopped garlic 

and brown until lightly fragrant, about 1 minute. Add the 

hot peppers or chili powder, cooking for 3-4 minutes, 

stirring often. Add the cumin and paprika and cook on 

medium heat, stirring frequently for 2 minutes. Add the 
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red/yellow/orange peppers and let them cook for 10-15 

minutes, again stirring frequently. 

 Crush the tomatoes, adding them and all the liquid in 

the can as well as the 1/2 cup water to the saucepan. Season 

the sauce with salt and pepper. Let this mixture simmer on 

medium heat, uncovered, for 30-60 minutes, until the 

peppers are nice and soft. Stir regularly. 

 When the sauce appears to be slightly thickened, crack 

the eggs over top and poach, covering the saucepan until 

the eggs are set. Uncover and toss the crumbled feta and 

parsley or herbs on top. Serve immediately, right from the 

saucepan. 

CANADA 

 

USA 

BLACK LIVES MATTER 

Joint letter signed by UJPO-National and over 600 

multiracial Jewish denominations, organizations, and 

synagogues that represent over half of Jewish people in 

America. 

  We are Jewish organizations and synagogues from 

across the racial and political spectrum; from different 

streams of Judaism; whose members trace their lineage 

from countries around the world. 

 We speak with one voice when we say, unequivocally: 

Black Lives Matter. 

 We support the Black-led movement in this country 

that is calling for accountability and transparency from the 

government and law enforcement. We know that freedom 

and safety for any of us depends on the freedom and safety 

of all of us. 

 There are politicians and political movements in this 

country who build power by deliberately manufacturing 

fear to divide us against each other. All too often, 

antisemitism is at the center of these manufactured 

divisions. 

 There is a long history to these attempts: during the 

Southern Freedom Movement of the 1950s and 1960s, 

conspiracy theories were used by white supremacists 

attempting to delegitimize the extraordinary organizing of 

Black activists. Billboards were erected smearing Dr. 

Martin Luther King, Jr. as a communist, signs and flyers 

claiming that “communist Jews” were masterminding the 

civil rights movement were common, and pro-segregation 

organizations like the John Birch Society popularized these 

lies. 

 Black Lives Matter, the recent uprisings across the 

globe in the wake of the murders of Breonna Taylor, 

Ahmaud Arbery, George Floyd, Rayshard Brooks, and so 

many others, and the decades of political organizing across 

the country that have led to this moment are movements led 

by and for Black people. We see through any attempt to 

suggest otherwise by pointing fingers, scapegoating, or 

using antisemitic dogwhistles. 

 As Jews, we know how dangerous this is: when 

politicians target Jewish people and blame us for problems, 

it leads directly to violence against us. When Black 

movements are undermined, it leads to more violence 

against Black people, including Black Jews. 

 Antisemitism is part of the same machinery those 

politicians use to blame Black and brown people, people 

who are immigrants, people who are Muslim, and more. 

But whether they generate division and fear based on our 

religion, our skin color, or how long we’ve been here, their 

goal is to keep us from working together to win the things 

we all need to survive and thrive. 

 When Jewish people join together with our neighbors 

across racial and religious differences, as we have in the 

past, we can protect each other and build the future of 

freedom and safety we all deserve. 

 Jewish tradition teaches us that justice is not something 

that will be bestowed upon us, it is something that we need 

to pursue, and that the pursuit is itself sacred work. We’ll 

show up for each other every time one of us is targeted 

Cartoon by John Williams 
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because of our differences, and reject any effort to use fear 

to divide us against each other. 

 The Black Lives Matter movement is the current day 

Civil Rights movement in this country, and it is our best 

chance at equity and justice. By supporting this movement, 

we can build a country that fulfills the promise of freedom, 

unity, and safety for all of us, no exceptions. 

MIDDLE EAST 

Twenty years after the second Intifada, the 
Israeli victory is nearly complete 

By Amira Hass, Haaretz, Sept. 30, 2020 

The second intifada erupted because Israel exploited the 

negotiations with the Palestinians to advance its land grab 

project. The hypocrisy cried out to the heavens – talk of 

peace on one hand while continuing to take over 

Palestinian expanse for the benefit of the Jews. The 

hypocrisy cried out, but the Israelis didn’t listen. 

 The anger and disgust at Israeli underhandedness built 

up over years of disappointment and sobriety following the 

Oslo Accords, erupting on September 29, 2000 (the day 

after the provocation by Ariel Sharon, with the approval of 

then-Prime Minister Ehud Barak). But the second intifada 

was not an intifada in the standard sense of the word: Aside 

from its first days, it was not a popular civil event and a 

majority of the public did not participate in it, unlike the 

uprising that erupted in 1987. The popular-collective 

characteristic that was preserved in it was the sumud 

(steadfastness) displayed by all the Palestinians in the face 

of the Israeli oppressive and punitive measures and policy 

of economic attrition. 

 The Israel Defense Forces, Border Police and police, 

which used lethal means to suppress the protests from the 

very first day, managed to deter potential protesters. Yasser 

Arafat and his entourage worried about the criticism that 

could be heard in those demonstrations, directed at the 

Palestinian Authority and Fatah. They gave a green light to 

Fatah and the security forces to use weapons at friction 

points with the Israeli army and thus, by putting on the hat 

of resistance once more, seized control of the 

demonstrations. They also calculated that this militarization 

would strengthen the Palestinian negotiating stance. They 

still believed they could halt the Israeli settler-colonial 

drive in the 1967 territories. 

 The well-oiled mechanism of the IDF Spokesperson’s 

Unit and the government spokespeople succeeded on the 

propaganda front in constructing the lie that the battles in 

the field were being fought between equal armies and that 

the Palestinians “started it.” Then, as now, the Israeli 

majority paid little heed to the Palestinian casualties, and 

did not view the seizure of their lands as institutional 

aggression. At the same time, the number of unarmed 

Palestinians killed by Israel kept growing. With every 

funeral, the Palestinian call for revenge grew stronger. With 

and without a green light from above, armed Palestinians 

shot at Israeli civilians (also armed, as many of the settlers 

are) in the West Bank and Gaza. 

 Hamas joined somewhat belatedly and showed that if 

success is measured in the number of Israeli dead bodies, it 

was more effective than Fatah. Israel erased the Green Line 

– so why shouldn’t it resume attacking Israelis inside 

Israel? The armed wings of Hamas and Fatah competed 

with one another and lost in the competition with the IDF 

on the number of those killed. The suicide bombings 

created a balance of terror with the Israelis but they didn’t 

halt the Civil Administration’s bulldozers. 

 There are four failures in all. The first intifada, with its 

hopeful demand for a sovereign state within the June 4, 

1967 lines, failed. The Madrid and Oslo talks, which began 

in the wake of it, did not diminish Israel’s ravenous 

appetite for Palestinian land. Mahmoud Abbas’ tactic of 

diplomacy and acceptance in the UN also failed: The 

condemnations by Western countries do not amount to a 

policy – they are only meant to cover their butts. With the 

exception of a few isolated successes, the popular and legal 

battles against land seizures also failed. And the use of 

weapons, which many Palestinians still view as the 

pinnacle of the struggle and the resistance, even though 

only a few actually choose to do so, did not stop the 

process either. The use of arms is an expression of anger 

and the desire for revenge. It has no strategic value. 

 Twenty years later, the Israeli victory is nearly 

complete: The well-planned armed robbery of Palestinian 

land goes on daily unhindered. The model that Israel 

created in Gaza is being copied in the West Bank 

(including East Jerusalem) and translated into something 

akin to “Pales of Settlement” which, as long as they don’t 

show signs of fury and rebellion, are of no interest to the 

Jews in Israel, the supreme ruler.  

https://www.haaretz.com/opinion/.premium-twenty-years-

after-the-second-intifada-the-israeli-victory-is-nearly-

complete-1.9195532 
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Remembering Reuven Kaminer, the 
godfather of Israel’s radical left 

By Sam Blatt 

Ronnee Jaeger 

and I knew 

Reuven and his 

wife Dafna very 

well, and so we 

arranged that all 

three tours to 

Israel met with 

Reuven, usually 

on Day 1!  He was very important in “orienting” the tours. 

There was nothing on (what Israel calls) the Radical Left in 

which Reuven was not a presence.  UJPO had also 

supported Matan Kaminer, his grandson, and Tamir 

Kaminer, his granddaughter, by writing letters to them 

when they were in prison as conscientious objectors. 

Importantly for UJPO, we hosted a meeting with him at the 

Winchevsky Centre about 15 years ago.  

https://www.972mag.com/reuven-kaminer-israel-radical-

left/?fbclid=IwAR0WieEHeuxIBf0BLTFB8ueaYthjAXoLi

nA_Qp9J5squ5ogci8XIjiWRM1A 
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