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Programs
at a Glance

SEPTEMBER

Sunday September 17, 2017 
Morris Winchevsky School (MWS) 
First day of classes for 2017-18 
918 Bathurst Street 
Details on page 4 

Thursday September 21, 2017 — 7:30 p.m. 
Rosh Hashonah Celebration 
Details on page 6

Friday September 29, 2017 — 7:30 p.m 
Yom Kippur Observance 
Details on page 6

OCTOBER 

Sunday October 1, 2017 
11:00 a.m. – 1:00 p.m. 
MWS Community Sukkes Celebration 
Dufferin Grove Park 
Details on page 8

Friday October 13, 2017 — 6:30 p.m. 
Alternative Shabbes Potluck 
Intergenerational Dialogue: Jewish 
secular activism, organized jointly 
with young people from IfNotNow 
Details on page 8 

For a full list of our programming see: 
www.winchevskycentre.org/events 

Regular Weekly Programs

Morris Winchevsky School Classes 
Sundays 10:00 am – 12:30 pm 
918 Bathurst Street

Kinder Kapers  — 10:30 am – 12:00 noon 
Fall Semester Dates: 
September 17; October 1, 15, 29;
November  12 and 26; December 10

Events at the Winchevsky Centre 
unless otherwise specified.

A chairlift is available.

A New Year is Coming: 
Join us in celebration, protest and song!

The New Year is almost upon us, and at the Morris Winchevsky Centre/
UJPO there is a whole lot of new. We have a new Executive Director, a new 
Education Director, two new teachers and a new experiential curriculum 
at the Shule, a new financial person, new social justice priorities, a new 
structure emerging at Camp Naivelt, a new website, a new singing group, 
and an exciting year of programming emerging (see sidebar for details) — 
and we are hoping, soon, new office furniture!

It is indeed a robust and exciting time! Last year the organization did a 
Dotmocracy exercise to determine its social justice priorities. What 
emerged were five priorities: Indigenous rights, Racial and Economic Justice, 
the Environment, Sexual and Gender Diversity, and Palestine and Israel. 
While of course these issues overlap and intersect, they provide us with 
a guide as we plan our work. They are being integrated into all levels of our 
work including the shule curriculum, our Alternative Shabbes events 
and our holiday celebrations.

We are also forming new connections and collaborations, and inviting new 
people to join our organization. A recent example was the August 6 Peace 
Tea at Camp Naivelt where we invited local Muslim activists to talk with 
us about the recent and frightening rise of Islamophobia in Brampton and 
beyond. The presentations and discussion were rich and many seeds of 
collaboration and solidarity were planted. 

This fall we are collaborating with the young organizers of IfNotNow 
(ifnotnowmovement.org), a new and vibrant anti-Occupation organization 
forming a chapter in Toronto, to plan an intergenerational discussion about 
secular Jewish social activism. Please join us for this important event on 
Friday, October 13 at the Winchevsky Centre.

And our new singing group, Zing Zing Zing continues to grow and bring joy 
to those who love to sing (see p. 2). Of course, all of this newness grows from 
our organization’s long and deep historical roots in secular Jewish activism. 
We are proud to say that we will be celebrating UJPO’s 90th anniversary in 
December. Watch for more details. 

Looking forward to a gut yor! Please come work, play and zing-a-long with us!

Warmly,
Rachel Epstein, Executive Director

Please note: The Rosh Hashonah and Yom Kippur celebrations are both 
being held in the evening this year, on Sept. 21 and Sept 29 respectively. 
Please register early. See attached or enclosed Registration Form.

Rosh Hashonah/Yom Kippur
Reservation Form Included !

Reserve by September 12 
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From December 15-20, 2016, I participated on behalf of 
UJPO in a gathering held in South Africa by SEDQ, the 
Global Jewish Network For Justice.

UJPO was invited by members of Independent Jewish 
Voices (IJV) to attend this second gathering; the first 
meeting was held in Morocco in 2015. Thirty people 
attended from Italy, France, UK, Australia, U.S.A., South 
Africa, Brazil, Israel/Palestine, Morocco, and English 
Canada. People were Skyped in from Ghana and Nigeria. 
There are many more who are affiliated. The group was 
intergenerational, from many backgrounds, with many 
from trans and queer communities.

The gathering successfully completed a 
vibrant and thought-provoking week of 
meeting, learning, structuring, and planning. 
Together we built an understanding of the 
intersections of struggles against racism faced 
by Palestinians, and discussed Ashkenazi 
dominance faced by Jews of Colour (broadly 
defined) in Israel and the rest of the 
world, including the racism that Mizrachi, 
Sephardi and Ethiopian Israelis face within 
Israel and the struggle for African Jews within Africa to be 
recognized on their own terms. We also discussed the 
growing anti-Islamic, anti-Semitic, anti-refugee, and racist 
movements and actions as Trump and others from the far 
right gain electorally.

Since the conference in December the network has 
been working diligently to coordinate several working 
committees and all of us committed ourselves to 
actively participate. Committees include: Coordinating 
Committee, Outreach, Palestinian Liaison, Fundraising, 

Media, Liberating Judaism, Anti-Racism, Jewish National 
Fund (JNF), Translation, and Militarism. I have committed 
myself to Anti-Racism and JNF coordinating.

Challenges to creating and working in an international 
network include a lack of funding and resources, 
translation and different geographic priorities. Having said 
this, I still strongly believe UJPO should continue to work 
in the Global Jewish Network to share our experiences 
and create new partnerships to fight against occupation, 
racism and the military industrial complex. By making 
essential connections on an international basis, we can 

learn so much from others and they from 
us. I encourage UJPO and other Jewish 
activists to get involved and find out more 
about this growing network. Committees 
meet via Skype and I believe there is effort 
on its way for the next gathering, possibly 
in Brazil. More important is what can we do 
with others regarding the JNF? What can we 
do and how can we participate in anti-racism 
organizing? What kinds of interconnections 
should we make when it comes to the growing 

international military industry that both Israel and other 
governments, including our own, are engaging in? These 
are not simple questions nor are there simple answers. 
I do know that international networks and movements 
are always stronger, with greater impacts when we work 
together to build an international solidarity framework. I 
urge all of us to be part of this growing network as we move 
forward and think about possibilities — speaking tours, 
joint actions regarding the Jewish National Fund, solidarity 
actions with Palestinians and shared resources.
Julia Barnett, President of UJPO-Toronto Board of Directors

Much has been made of the 150th year since Canada 
was confederated as a nation-state. But what exactly is 
being celebrated? Since contact, Indigenous peoples in 
Canada have sought a Nation-to-Nation relationship. 
What they have instead is the Indian Act, which has been 
used to render Indigenous communities complacent 
and dependent on the Government of Canada. Add in 
Residential Schools, Missing and Murdered Indigenous 
Women, Girls, Trans and Two Spirited people (MMIWG), 
and institutional racism at every level of government and 
it adds up to genocide.

Promises made, like Treaties, are routinely unfulfilled. 
The Liberal government vowed that Grassy Narrows and 
the surrounding area where mercury has been poisoning 
the lives of the Asubpeeschoseewagong First Nation for 

decades would be cleaned up. It took forty years to get 
this promise. But will it actually happen? What of the 
National Inquiry into MMIWG? It has stalled with a number 
of members of the commission quitting, and as the 
numbers continue to rise, families are left with their grief 
and pain and no recourse. Add to this the growing number 
of youth suicides, the lack of potable water, pipelines and 
environmental degradation.

Let us take our lead from Indigenous organizers, activists 
and artists who are pushing for their rights as peoples, 
for dignity and most importantly, for their land. When 
a genuine relationship is developed between Indigenous 
peoples and settlers, then we will have something to 
celebrate. #Colonialism150
sue goldstein

SEDQ: Global Jewish Network For Justice

#Canada 150? No Thank You.



Executive Director Rachel Epstein, Education 
Director Lia Tarachansky, UJPO-Toronto Board 
member Dana Lowi-Merri and UJPO-Canada 
Board member Henry Lowi attended the 
Congress of Secular Jewish Organizations (CSJO) 
Conference this past June in Chicago. There 
was a very productive exchange of curriculum 
materials which will, no doubt, enrich things at 
the Shule come this fall. 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

http://ujpo.org/ujpo-response-in-the-wake-of-charlotteville-racist-violence
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Zing! Zing! Zing! at Camp Naivelt. Photo: Max Wallace.

In 1925, the Toronto Jewish Folk Choir launched under 
the banner of its slogan, Mit Gezang Tsum Kampf (“With 
Song to the Struggle”). For UJPO and Camp Naivelt, this 
began a long musical legacy that included the Travellers, 
Zal Yanovsky of the Lovin’ Spoonful, and the UJPO Youth 
Singers, among many others. Over the decades, names 
such as Pete Seeger, Paul Robeson, and Phil Ochs formed 
a close bond with the organization, drawn by the shared 
values of bringing song to the struggle for a better world.

Nine decades after the now defunct Choir sounded its first 
notes, a new singing group, Zing! Zing! Zing!, has risen 
from its ashes to carry on this proud tradition. Led by local 
klezmer musicians Rachel Sheinin and Hartley Wynberg, the 
choir has already come together for three lively sessions, 
including a rousing gathering at Camp Naivelt on July 8.

Open to all participants regardless of singing experience, 
musical ability, or proficiency in Yiddish, the repertoire 
includes an eclectic mix of labour and protest songs, Yiddish 
and Jewish-themed music, as well as music from many 
cultures and traditions and even some Yiddish dancing. 
The goal is simply to have fun. Among the numbers the 
group has tackled so far in its formative stages are the 
Yiddish working class standards Grine Kuzine and Bulbes 

(Potatoes), Bob Dylan’s “Forever Young,” the civil rights 
anthem/spiritual, “We Shall Not Be Moved,” and the 
Ghanaian folk song, “Tué, Tué.”

Funded by a generous grant from the Toronto Jewish 
Folk Choir Foundation, the choir will start up again after 
the holidays — likely in October — and will be meeting 
monthly at the Winchevsky Centre.

Max Wallace — For more information, email Max at maxwallace@gmail.com.
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SHULE CORNER    SHULE CORNER

A Message from Lia Tarachansky, 
MWS Education Director
What do the creation stories of the Algonquin have in 
common with Adam and Eve? What can we discover from 
the Samson in all of us about how we learn tough lessons? 
How did Jewish practices of Gemilut Hasidim evolve in 
Eastern Europe? In Northern Africa? In the Middle East?

This fall, the Morris Winchevsky School will adopt a 
new curriculum that intersects ancient history, Jewish 
mythology, culture, art and social justice. It will help 
students understand context and make meaning 
from Jewish practices, and link Jewish history with 
contemporary social issues. The year will kick off with Rosh 
Hashonah, as we look at the invention of calendars and 
how the practice of the New Year made its way into Jewish 
practice. Students will reflect on the nature of conflict, 
transformation, and forgiveness, creating their own 
tashlich ceremonies that will lead them into Yom Kippur. 

What’s most exciting is that, in collaboration with our 
teachers, we will be creating an experiential learning 
environment in each and every lesson, abandoning the 
traditional structure of the classroom in order to inspire 
the students to engage, move, feel, and experience 
life in the shoes of their ancestors. By learning about 
the challenges our predecessors faced and how they 
resolved them, adapted to them, and overcame 
them, the students will create their own, personal 
interpretations of what it means to be Jewish, and 

what it means to carry on our traditions of collective 
action and solidarity.

I am also excited to have been working with our summer 
digitization student, Ben Ghan, to dig deep into our 
archives and assemble a curriculum that draws from 
UJPO’s rich history of struggling for social justice.

Looking at Jewish revolutions from Bar Kochba to the Labour 
movement, the students will learn about economic justice 
and freedom of worship. Learning about Indigeneity and 
migration, the students will examine the Canadian context as 
well as that of Israel/Palestine. Going back to antiquity, they 
will learn about how the Jewish community evolved from 
the tribe to the nation to the family, and how trans and queer 
movements have pushed to continue that evolution. By 
planting their own trees and re-examining the food cycle, 
students will connect environmental struggles to the 
disproportionate way climate change affects the planet and 
its people. By learning about political systems and organizing 
their own resistance, the students will learn how anti-racist 
movements are continuing to challenge the status quo.

As your new-ish Education Director, I’m excited to see you 
all on September 17th for our first day of Shule. Feel free to 
reach out to discuss the curriculum in further depth, to see 
some sample lesson plans and of course to register for the 
coming school year. Lastly, if you haven’t already, please fill 
out our parent survey (link here: http://bit.ly/2x4mYLa) It 
has helped me understand our community better and shape 
the new curriculum.

Introducing Our New Teachers!     And Returning This Fall!
Miriam Brookman is an arts-based 
educator with 10 years of experience 
in fine arts, Jewish, and social justice 
programming. She is a professional 
artist, with degrees in Studio Arts and 
Interdisciplinary Design Strategy, and 
is passionate about using her skills to 
help children explore new avenues for 
personal learning and growth.

Sarena Sairan has been developing her 
secularized Jewish practice over the last few 
years, and loves the discourse with parents 
and kids about this part of ourselves. When 
she’s not at MWS, she’s either working at 
the Gladstone Hotel or making music! She’s 
looking forward to returning to the Kinder 
Kapers class and making music, art and 
conversation about our personal Judaisms.

Lindsay Mockler is a student at the 
University of Toronto and a long time 
camp, education and childcare worker. 
Lindsay has spent a decade working 
in the Toronto Jewish community and 
is very excited to return this year in 
her new position as the B’nai Mitzvah 
teacher at the Morris Winchevsky 
School.

Aaron Hale, an alumnum of MWS, is a 
Toronto-based film and TV actor.He is 
currently pursuing a B.Sc. in Psychology 
at the University of Toronto. Aaron has 
a deep interest in the subjectivity of the 
human condition, which he engages 
with through the lenses of empirical 
psychology, phenomenology, religious 
studies, and performing arts. 



Ameena Bajer-Koulack giving a bagel brunch talk 
on different fiddle styles. August 30, 2017.
Photo by Jacob Bakan.

Roy Cameron toasting the beginning of the 
Naivelt season. Photo by Janice Meilach.

The listeners at Music Camp. Photo by Shlomit Segal.

Naivelt peeps. Photo by Robin Vogl.
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C A M P  N A I V E LT
OUR SUMMER COTTAGE COMMUNITY
Undzer Zumer Heym! – Our Summer Home

It’s been another fabulous summer at Camp Naivelt, despite the rainy season. Some of the high points from this 
summer include, of course, Music and Arts Camps. Zing! Zing! Zing! — the latest incarnation of UJPO’s musical 
genius — held its third meeting out at camp. For more on this, see page 2. The music just didn’t stop.

Bagel brunches included Stephen Lewis speaking about the work he does with AIDS-Free World, Judith Deutsch 
speaking on climate change, and Shule parent David Evans giving a talk on Prohibition in Canada and its effects on 
politics and Jewish communities. The Annual Peace Tea this year featured three amazing speakers on the rise 
of Islamophobia: Sabreena Ghaffar-Siddiqui, Mohammed Hashim, and Cynthia Levine-Rasky. The Tea was 
facilitated by Rachel Epstein. As we go to print, there’s still a few more weeks before Thanksgiving at Naivelt and 
the closing of the season. Get out to camp while you can.

Music Camp participants rejoice. Photo by Shlomit Segal.
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 http://bit.ly/2vHIyrl
 

 https://www.facebook.com/events/1482999651784547

PLANNED GIVING: CONSIDER SUPPORTING 
THE MORRIS WINCHEVSKY SCHOOL

Twice a year the Morris Winchevsky School asks for financial support. At Rosh Hashonah/Yom Kippur 
we run a Gut Yor fundraising campaign and at Passover a “Let All Who Are Hungry Come and Eat” 
campaign. We rely on the funds raised to run the Morris Winchevsky School.

We thank you for your continued generosity in supporting our fundraising campaigns. 

There is also another way to support our work. Many of our members are of an age where they are 
thinking about wills and inheritance, and about how best to pass on the hard-earned resources 
they have accumulated through a lifetime. We ask that you think about including the Morris 
Winchevsky School in your will. Some call it planned giving. It is an opportunity to leave a legacy 
by ensuring that your financial resources will contribute to the ongoing sustenance of this important 
and unique secular Jewish school.

As Phil Ochs would say, “There ain’t no way to change my will when I’m gone, so I guess I better do it 
while I’m here!”

Please feel free to get in touch if you’d like to discuss this possibility: repstein@winchevskycentre.org.



Zackery Walker Harrison (1992-2017)
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We watched our kids take pleasure in the naturalistic 
‘society’ of Camp Naivelt. We saw the opportunities 
this summer existence afforded them for discovering 
the value of being your own person. And we saw 
their delight at spending their days (and nights) in 
whatever ways they could come up with. For many of 
our children, as had traditionally occurred amongst 
previous generations at Camp, enduring and unbreak- 
able friendships were formed.

For all of us who knew him, the shock of Zack’s passing 
has flooded our hearts with sadness. But for a particular- 
ly tight-knit group of now-25 year olds, the tragedy has 
shattered the tranquility of protected memories at the 
core of their identity. In a place where 24hr life replaced 
city personas, where true colours prevailed, where 
private definitions of leisure and creativity and 
independence were first tested, and where annual 
adaptations kept step with the pendulum of young 
experience, Zack logged some of his happiest times. 
He was at home, he was at ease, he belonged. His quiet 
manner and humour-driven affability would transform 
a room (a shack, a swath of forest). And his deft and 
innate musicality would speak to whomever was privy to 
hearing him play, with the same soft-spoken directness 
that endeared his friends to him whether or not he had an 
instrument in hand. I see his thoughtful and smiling eyes, 
and I hear his giggle.

Brenda and I had the pleasure, 12 years ago, of organizing 
a shared B’nai Mitzvah for Zoe (my daughter) and Zack. 
It was a homespun affair in which they would be the ones 
to decide the substance and form of their own event. It 

turned out to be an art show in which personal creativity 
was upheld as the governing poetic and empowering 
principle they knew it to be. I have always been, and shall 
forever be, deeply moved by the singular friendship that 
Zack and Zoe developed, from their earliest acquaintance, 
and by the beautiful music that their duo later produced 
— for them it was a special comfort zone that will not 
be replicated. Together, they lifted each other up. His 
voice was always a sweet and inspirational conduit to the 
vulnerability and patience they wrote about in their songs. 
A truly captivating thing. Mature beyond their years.

We will remember Zack for the shining young person he 
was. Our fondness for him will not wane. And as we try to 
come to terms with his loss and try to navigate coveted 
reminiscences, as we repeatedly flounder and try again, 
Zack himself will undoubtedly show the way.

Ruth Grossman — Photo: Zoe Grossman

We mourn the loss of Zackery Walker Harrison, a talented, spirited and beloved part of our community. 
Below is a remembrance by Ruth Grossman.

A message from Brenda Nietupski:

Dear colleagues, friends and family,

As many of you may know, my son Zack Harrison passed away on July 15, 2017. He was 25. In honour of Zack, 
we have set up a fundraiser in which all proceeds will be donated to CAMH Foundation (Centre for Addiction and 
Mental Health). The donation will be designated to children and youth up to 25, who in many cases, must wait 
months to obtain mental health and addiction aid. Please help us reach our goal, all proceeds will be donated in 
Zack's name. We are trying to raise $25,000 to make a difference.

https://www.youcaring.com/camhfoundationcentreforaddictionandmentalhealth-886754



Welcome New Members...
Elyse Tera, Jonathan Brown Gilbert, Ann Pohl.

Mazl Tov to...
Amina Jabber & Adam Chaleff-Freudenthaler on the 
birth of their son, Elan Naz Chaleff.

Congratulations to Ester Reiter on being shortlisted for 
the 2017 Vine Awards for her book, A Future without 
Hate or Need, The Promise of the Jewish Left in Canada.

Speedy Recovery to...
Sylvia Lustgarten, John Williams, Barbara Blaser, 
Victor Sokolov.

Heartfelt Condolences to...
Winnipeg member, Dora Rosenbaum on the loss of her 
husband, Harry Rosenbaum.

The Mandarano family on the loss of Simcha 
Simchowitz.

Brenda Nietupski, Mitch Harrison and Astrid Harrison 
on the loss of Zackery Walker Harrison.

Community News

Your donations are critical in sustaining the important cultural and educational work at the Winchevsky Centre.

Tax deductible receipts are issued for donations to the “Morris Winchevsky School.”

Community Sukkes Celebration
Sunday October 1, 2017
11:00 a.m. – 1:00 p.m.

Dufferin Grove Park
At the smaller campfire in the park 

(Rain location: 918 Bathurst St.)

Celebrate the harvest outdoors. Enjoy fun and 
interactive activities for people of all ages. Help 
us decorate the sukkah, join in the singing, listen 

to stories, special treats...and more!

Bring a picnic lunch & blanket. Drinks will be provided.
RSVP to 416-789-5502 or info@mwstoronto.org

Sponsored by the Morris Winchevsky School

EXCITING NEWS!
This September, both the Winchevsky Centre and UJPO websites will relaunch after a brilliant 

makeover by Shule grad, Lucah Rosenberg-Lee. Check out www.winchevskycentre.org 
and www.ujpo.org next month. Tell us what you think!.

Alternative Shabbes/Friday Night Potluck
A great way to stay connected with folks in the community in a casual relaxed environment.

October 13 – 6:30 p.m.
Intergenerational Dialogue: Jewish secular activism, organized jointly with young people from IfNotNow 

Bring a tasty dish. We supply the challah and the ceremonial wine. 


