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UJPO-Canada in Solidarity with  
Congregation Beth Israel 
We at the United Jewish People‟s 

Order - Canada offer our heartfelt 

solidarity and support to Rabbi Charlie 

Cytron-Walker and the congregation of 

Beth Israel and to the Jewish 

community of Colleyville, Texas. We 

are grateful and relieved that the 

situation at the synagogue ended with 

no physical injuries to the hostages. We 

abhor the antisemitic violence 

perpetrated by the gunman who lost his life in this episode of hate. Every act of hatred and 

violence rips open the scab of intergenerational trauma that Jewish communities in many cultures 

have historically experienced. 

 We applaud the support the local community in Texas offered to the congregation in the true 

spirit of interfaith solidarity. Our strength lies in coming together with others who are the victims 

of hatred and in not allowing ourselves to be further divided. We especially call on those who 

would demonize Muslims to resist that impulse. The answer to hate is not more hate. We stand 

with all communities struggling against racism and discrimination.  

January 17, 2022 – Martin Luther King Jr. Day 

Texas Hostage Story  
By Paul Weinberg 

By now you will have read how on Saturday January 15 Rabbi Charlie 

Cytron-Walker threw a chair at an armed man to distract him sufficiently 

to allow remaining congregants to slip out of the Congregation Beth 

Israel synagogue – and thus provide the moment for police to enter, 

shoot and kill the hostage taker. Why the intruder had to die was never 

fully explained by the local authorities. And the fact that this incident 

happened in the small 26,000-resident community of Colleyville, 

northeast of Fort Worth, Texas and involved Jews in peril made this 

story poignant. 

 Much was made in the press of the security skills training that even a liberal leaning and 

social justice oriented American rabbi was liable to undertake to prepare for such an eventuality.  

Judging from a podcast discussion on the Jewish Currents: After Colleyville (jewishcurrents.org), 

it sounds like Canadian synagogues are more likely to have armed guards at the door with lists of 

who can enter for a religious service than is the case in the U.S.  

 On the same podcast Jewish progressives were agonizing over what excessive security at 

shuls and temples would mean for them. 

Continued on page 14 
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Cartoon by John Williams 

NATIONAL UJPO NEWS 

FROM WINNIPEG 

By Harriet Zaidman 

On December 7, UJPO Winnipeg held a forum entitled The 

Up Side of Down, a lecture by Dr. Priscilla Settee, 

Professor of Indigenous Studies at the University of 

Saskatchewan. Dr. Settee talked about her work trying to 

set the world right – a lifetime of engaging with and 

learning from different communities around the world, 

community building and problem solving with others to 

effect change and advance the social situation for 

indigenous people and society. Settee talked about the 

creative solutions she and others – ordinary folks and 

visionaries, hatched when they developed relations based 

on mutual understanding and worked in concert to create an 

equitable world. 

 Yiddish Humour is the subject of this year‟s lecture 

series led by Dr. Itay Zutra, I.L. Peretz Teaching Fellow at 

the University of Manitoba. The “Are Jews Funny?” theme 

has attracted participants from across the country. We meet 

again on February 6. Anyone interested can contact Henry 

Shorr at hshorr@mymts.net to register. 

 The UJPO Winnipeg Book Club will hold their next 

meeting on Zoom on Sunday, January 30 at 4 pm. and 

they‟ll discuss Leonard Cohen: The Mystical Roots of 

Genius by Harry Freedman.  

 UJPO Winnipeg member Harriet Zaidman released a 

young adult novel, Second Chances (Red Deer Press), a 

story set in the polio epidemics of the 1950s. A young 

hockey star felled by this terrible disease is attracted to a 

girl in hospital. She is struggling not only to recover from 

polio, but with the fear that her family may be evicted from 

their home in the Metis community of Rooster Town on the 

edge of Winnipeg, an area targeted by developers and the 

city for urban expansion. Based on events as they occurred, 

the novel deals with vaccine conspiracy theories at the time 

and the institutionalized racism that buffeted the lives of 

First Nations and Metis. 

 Congratulations to UJPO Winnipeg member Samantha 

Harrison who has been appointed the Front of House 

Manager for the Royal Manitoba Theatre Centre.  

 We‟ve had some new arrivals: A hartzingen mazel tov 

to one of our favourite people, Dora Rosenbaum, whose 

first great-grandchild, Solomon Harold, was born on 

October 20. UJPO Winnipeg‟s Ellen Karlinsky (our acting 

chair) and Adrian Challis are three-time grandparents, with 

Clara Evelyn arriving on December 26. Joel Kettner and 

Charlotte Johnson welcomed their 8th grandchild, Jack 

Ferris, on December 30 and Rubin Kantorovich is now a 

grandfather to baby Estelle.  

FROM TORONTO 

By Rachel Epstein, February 2022 

Staff update: Our staff now consists of myself as the 

Executive Director; sue who works four days a week doing 

administration and communications; Lynn Lubitz, our 

accountant who, as well as managing all facets of our 

somewhat complex finances, chases you all down for 

money. Some of you may know Dominic Modanese, who 

assists with everything building related. Ruth Grossman, 

our archivist, was slowed down this year due to the 

pandemic, but continues to plug away at producing the 

organization‟s archive. Gin Marshall continues to work on 

contract to assist us with all manner of I.T. issues, 

including putting our registration forms online.  

 We are also grateful to work with shule grad, song 

writer and filmmaker Saskia Laufer, who began work with 

us on a Canada Summer Jobs (CSJ) position and has stayed 

on to make invaluable contributions to programming and 

continues to up our social media game. And this year we 

were delighted to welcome Sophie Bourett-Klein, a recent 

OISE Master of Education grad who also began working 

with us on a CSJ position and is staying on to continue to 

coordinate programming. Sophie is also filling in for 

Education Director Lia Tarachansky who is in 

Israel/Palestine for three months working on her PhD 

research.  

Program: On October 30 the youth group held what was 

planned to be an outdoor, but due to weather, became an 

indoor screening of the Rocky Horror Picture Show on 
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Halloween weekend. And on November 28 we were 

delighted to hold a LIVE Chanukah party, complete with 

live music and piping hot latkes from United Dairy Bakers.  

In early December we held an online queer Yiddish zine 

making event, and in early February the youth group held 

their own comic book making event, led by Saskia Laufer. 

The Winchevsky Youth Group aims to provide an ongoing 

connection to secular Jewishness, community building, and 

skill-sharing for Jewish youth aged 13 to 18. It is a group 

for fun, interesting, and engaging drop-in activities for 

teens to meet friends, explore Jewish identity and 

participate in Tikkun Olam (Repairing the World). 

https://www.winchevskycentre.org/mwsyouthgroup 

 Plans are underway for the MWS Purim party on 

Sunday, March 20 and the annual Third Seyder on 

Saturday, April 23.  Put these important events in your 

calendars!  

Winchevsky Art Expo: The virtual Winchevsky Art Expo 

continues to showcase our community members‟ artistic 

talents and expressions. We encourage all UJPO members 

and MWS community members to submit their work from 

a range of disciplines. We are asking members to submit a 

piece of work that will be virtually displayed along with a 

bio for each artist. For more info: 

https://www.winchevskycentre.org/art-expo 

Note: Submissions only open to UJPO members and MWS 

families.  

Indigenous Solidarity Working Group:  

Last year, the ISWG:  

• Developed a group Basis of Unity 

• Sponsored the film screening and discussion with Ange 

Loft 

• Programmed an Indigenous Solidarity Week at Camp 

Naivelt 

• ISWG member Emily Green was the speaker at the 

annual Peace Gathering where she shared some of her 

experiences at the Unist‟ot‟en Healing Centre on the 

Wet‟suwet‟en territory (near Houston, British Columbia).  

• Continued to build relationship with the Mississaugas 

of the Credit First Nation. On September 2, Margaret Sault 

and youth worker Jesse Sault were finally able to visit and 

be introduced to the land.  

 Let us know if you‟d like to get involved. 

Email: UJPO.ISWG@gmail.com  

Morris Winchevsky School: The school returned to in-

person classes on February 6. It was wonderful to see real 

faces and eat real snacks. The Shule Advisory Committee 

welcomed two new members: EyalSagie and Natalia 

Berlin. The school continues to attract new students, and 

we are hopeful we will be able to continue in-person, 

including for the upcoming Purim party.  

 Big thank you to Shule parent Lauren Sasaki-

Schreiber, who also works at the downtown JCC, and 

helped out with the Chanukah party and will do the same 

for Purim. And of course huge appreciation to our live band 

members, Nigel Bariffe, Bob Wiseman, and others who 

joined them. 

Governance: On another, not quite so exciting note, we are 

spending quite a bit of time these days reviewing our 

governance documents and procedures – trying to bring 

everything up to date and in line with today‟s requirements 

and standards. Not so fun – but important.   

For fun stuff, follow us on:  

Instagram: www.instagram.com/winchevsky 

Facebook: www.facebook.com/WinchevskyCtr 

Twitter: https://twitter.com/WinchevskyCtr 

And visit our website: www.winchevskycentre.org  

FROM HAMILTON 

By Paul Weinberg 

Our Hamilton UJPO group gathered via Zoom on Feb. 6, 

Sunday afternoon to chat about the so-called freedom truck 

convoy which has been occupying streets in front of 

Parliament Hill and the vicinity within Ottawa for the last 

few weeks.  

 It is being done through the parking of large transport 

trucks in downtown areas on Wellington Street in front of 

Parliament and adjoining streets in order to place a 

stranglehold on economic and social life in the national 

capital.  

 So far as I write this, no violence has occurred but 

there is still a menacing quality in the attitudes of the far 

right organizers and some of their supporters towards local 

residents. There are reports of verbal harassment, 

defecation, racial insults and the display of Nazi, 

Confederate and pro-Donald Trump flags.  

 The intent of the organizers is to force the end of the 

vaccine mandates on a newly elected federal government 

which had campaigned successfully on this issue. This was 

nothing like the progressive and peaceful social movements 

which also have come to the capital. 

 What we are witnessing is something different and 

more sinister – a foreign-financed coup attempt by anti-

vaxxer extremists on a functioning democracy.  

 Until a Superior Court judge granted a temporary 

injunction there was also the incessant noise of horns day 

and night from the trucks, thus keeping people in the 

Centretown neighbourhood awake and afraid. CBC reports 

https://www.winchevskycentre.org/mwsyouthgroup
https://www.winchevskycentre.org/art-expo
http://www.instagram.com/winchevsky
http://www.facebook.com/WinchevskyCtr
https://twitter.com/WinchevskyCtr
http://www.winchevskycentre.org/
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that it will be a challenge for police to tow away the parked 

trucks taking up space downtown.  

 As one of our participants put it here in Hamilton, 

Ottawa was always considered a sleepy and boring place. 

The question is whether this attitude also pervaded the local 

police who failed to take proper precautions such as the 

setting up concrete barriers to keep the trucks out from 

strategic areas.  

Note: Since this report was written, police have cleared the 

blockade, the government‟s invocation of the Emergencies 

Act has been approved in Parliament, despite ongoing 

challenges, and further actions are threatened.  

WHAT’S IN ORDER 

Get Well to: 

Richard Lee  

Heartfelt Condolences: 

Toronto: 

The family and friends of Anna Yanovsky on her passing. 

We will have a full tribute to Anna in the spring edition of 

UJPO News. 

The family and friends of Harry Drexler on his passing 

Hartley Wynberg, one of the conveners of Zing! Zing! 

Zing! in Toronto, on the passing of his mother, Ida 

Wynberg 

Ilana Gutman on the passing of her mother, Batia Phillips 

Sheila Block on the passing of her sister, Lee Anne Block 

Winnipeg: 

We are sad to inform you of the untimely death of Lee 

Anne Block, a UJPO Winnipeg executive member and a 

good friend to many. Our deepest sympathies to her 

partner, Richard Grunfeld, her mother Jeanette Block, her 

children, Adam and Mira, her grandchildren, her sisters and 

extended family. Her intelligence and her bubbly laugh will 

be sorely missed. 

UJPO Winnipeg is also saddened to report the death of 

longtime member Brent Stearns. Brent was also a valued 

tenor in the North End Jewish Folk Choir. His quiet, 

friendly presence will be missed. Our condolences to his 

wife Lily.  

POETRY & SONG 

The End of Summer 

By Rachel Hadas 

Intro by Harriet Lyons  

August has always been my least favourite month, even 

though the weather is lovely, often nicer than June or July. 

Spring and summer had so much promise, and they are 

coming to an end so soon. August is particularly hard for 

academics: so much accomplishment planned in April, 

never fully realized. In looking for a poem for this issue, I 

came across one by Rachel Hadas, which conveys my 

feelings about this troubling month almost exactly, but 

which also offers some encouragement.  

 Rachel Hadas is the daughter of Moses Hadas, a major 

Classicist and Hebraist. She is a literary and classical 

scholar like her father, and she is a leading figure in the 

revival of formalism in poetry. She writes in formal 

metrical and rhyming patterns, but her subject matter is 

highly contemporary. She often writes about loss, having 

endured, among other losses, the early death of her father 

and the death of her second husband, who suffered for 

many years from dementia. In particular, she writes about 

where we find the strength to carry on and keep love alive. 

 It might seem strange to choose a poem about August 

for the Winter edition of this newsletter, but August bears a 

certain resemblance to where we are right now in the 

plague that has stunted our lives for two years. We began 

with the hope that our sacrifices would lick this thing, and 

we enjoyed a brief spring-like euphoria when vaccinations 

went up and case counts went down. We are now told that 

what we have accomplished will never be enough, that we 

must accept that and go on making our own compromises 

between the apparent safety of a fenced-in pasture and the 

challenge of “language”, which is used here as an 

encapsulation of human creativity, the motivating force that 

gets us out of bed in the morning. 

Sweet smell of phlox drifting across the lawn – 

an early warning of the end of summer. 

August is fading fast, and by September 

the little purple flowers will all be gone. 

Season, project, and vacation done. 

One more year in everybody‟s life. 

Add a notch to the old hunting knife 

Time keeps testing with a horny thumb. 

Over the summer months hung an unspoken 

aura of urgency. In late July 

galactic pulsings filled the midnight sky 

like silent screaming, so that, strangely woken, 

we looked at one another in the dark, 

then at the milky magical debris 

arcing across, dwarfing our meek mortality. 

There were two ways to live: get on with work, 

redeem the time, ignore the imminence 

of cataclysm; or else take it slow, 
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be as tranquil as the neighbors‟ cow 

we love to tickle through the barbed wire fence 

(she paces through her days in massive innocence, 

or, seeing green pastures, we imagine so). 

In fact, not being cows, we have no choice. 

Summer or winter, country, city, we 

are prisoners from the start and automatically, 

hemmed in, harangued by the one clamorous voice. 

Not light but language shocks us out of sleep 

ideas of doom transformed to meteors 

we translate back to portents of the wars 

looming above the nervous watch we keep. 

Rachel Hadas, “The End of Summer” from Halfway Down 

the Hall: New and Selected Poems. Copyright © 1998 by 

Rachel Hadas.  

Source: Halfway Down the Hall: New and Selected Poems 

(Wesleyan University Press, 1998)  

For more about Rachel Hadas, and more about her poems, 

see https://www.poetryfoundation.org/poets/rachel-hadas 

A Little Nosh 

New York Bagels 

By Harriet Zaidman 

This and other recipes can 

be found on my food blog: 

North End Nosh – 

northendnosh.weebly.com. 

Passions about which 

bagels are best – New York or Montreal, are passed on 

through the generations, which means the debate will never 

be resolved. In our house, the New York variety has the 

upper hand. 

 Boiling the formed bagels before baking (1-2 minutes 

on each side) produces that iconic New York chewy texture 

and a delicious taste – our preference is the full 2 minutes). 

Try experimenting with the baking time and temperature 

(450 - 500 degrees) and depending on your oven, put a pan 

on the top rack to prevent browning too quickly or cover 

them with foil or brown paper. 

Makes: 16 medium-sized bagels 

Total Time: 2 hours 30 minutes (including baking) 

Ingredients: 

2 teaspoons active dry yeast or 1/10 lb. cake yeast 

3 tablespoons granulated sugar 

2  1/2 - 3 cups / 600 - 700 ml warm water, depending on the 

flour) 

7 cups (1000 grams) unbleached flour OR bread flour OR 

high gluten flour (will need extra for kneading). Divide the 

flour into two sections: 5 cups and 2 cups. 

4 teaspoons salt 

1 egg +1 teaspoon of cold water (optional) 

Optional Toppings: 

Caraway seeds, coarse salt, minced fresh garlic, minced 

fresh onion, poppy seeds, or sesame seeds.  

Method:In 1/2 cup /120ml of the warm water, pour in the 

sugar and yeast. Do not stir. Let it sit for 5-10 minutes, then 

stir the yeast and sugar mixture, until it all dissolves in the 

water. 

Mix 5 cups of flour and salt in a large bowl. Make a well in 

the middle and pour in the yeast and sugar mixture. 

Pour 2/3 cup / 180ml of the remaining warm water into the 

well. Mix and stir in the rest of the water as needed. You 

want a moist and firm dough after you have mixed it. 

Pour the remaining 2 cups of flour onto a work surface. 

Knead the dough in the flour for about 10 minutes until it is 

smooth and elastic. Try working in as much flour as 

possible to form a firm and stiff dough. 

Lightly brush a large bowl with oil and turn the dough to 

coat. Cover the bowl with a damp dish towel. Let rise in a 

warm place for at least 1 hour, until the dough has doubled 

in size. Punch the dough down, and let it rest for another 10 

minutes. 

Carefully divide the dough into 16 pieces (you can use a 

scale to be perfectly precise, but it‟s not necessary). Shape 

each piece into a round. Press each ball gently against the 

work surface, moving your hand and the ball in a circular 

motion, pulling the dough into itself while reducing the 

pressure on top of the dough slightly until a perfect dough 

ball forms (as pictured below). Repeat with the other dough 

rounds. 

Coat a finger in flour, and gently press your finger into the 

centre of each dough ball to form a ring. Stretch the ring to 

about 1/3 the diameter of the bagel and place on a lightly 

oiled cookie sheet. Repeat the same step with the remaining 

dough. 

After shaping the dough rounds and placing them on the 

cookie sheet, cover with a damp kitchen towel and allow to 

rest for 10 minutes. Meanwhile, preheat your oven to 500ºF 

/ 260ºC. 

Bring a wide frying pan full of water to a boil. This kind of 

pan will make it easier to slip the bagels in and out of the 

water. 

Reduce the heat. Use a slotted spoon or skimmer to lower 

the bagels into the water. Boil as many as you are 

comfortable with boiling. Once the bagels are in, it 

shouldn‟t take too long for them to float to the top (a couple 

https://www.poetryfoundation.org/poets/rachel-hadas
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seconds). Let them sit there for 1-2 minutes, and then flip 

them over to boil for another 1-2 minutes (2 minutes per 

side produces a chewier New York-style bagel). 

Remove them from the hot water and place on a lightly 

greased baking sheet. 

If desired, whisk the egg and cold water together and brush 

over the tops of the bagels to obtain a shiny surface. At this 

point you can sprinkle your bagels with any of the optional 

toppings (listed above). 

Bake for 20 minutes, until golden brown. 

Cool on a wire rack. Eat with softened butter, cream cheese 

and/or jam.  

CANADA 
A New Canadian Jewish Faculty Group Opposes 
the IHRA Definition of Antisemitism 

The Canadian Jewish News, December 12, 2021 

By Jeremy Appel 

A new coalition of Jewish academics has formed to reject 

the International Holocaust Remembrance Association‟s 

(IHRA) definition of antisemitism, which members say has 

been used to stifle certain criticisms of Israel, representing 

an affront to academic freedom. 

 The impetus for the foundation of the Jewish Faculty 

Network (JFN) was the Canadian Association of University 

Teachers‟ unanimous vote at its annual council meeting on 

Nov. 26 to oppose IHRA‟s adoption at post-secondary 

institutions. 

 Over 170 Jewish faculty at Canadian universities and 

colleges signed a letter opposing the IHRA definition, the 

JFN‟s website states. 

 Although the IHRA definition states that “criticism of 

Israel similar to that leveled against any other country 

cannot be regarded as antisemitic,” seven of the 11 

examples of antisemitism it provides pertain to Israel, 

including “claiming that the existence of a State of Israel is 

a racist endeavor.” 

 The JFN launched publicly on Dec. 9, with a news 

conference featuring several of its founding members, co-

hosted by University of Toronto geographer Deborah 

Cowen and University of Alberta linguist Robert Kirchner. 

 Cowen said the coalition is united in its “shared 

commitment to social justice and academic freedom, 

recognizing that both are core to the Jewish tradition, as 

well as our academic scholarship and activism.” 

 “This entails respecting a diversity of Jewish voices, as 

well as the views of Palestinian, Arab and Muslim faculty 

and students,” she said. 

 UofT anthropologist Alejandro Paz said he heard 

“different narratives about how the State of Israel was 

formed” for the first time as an undergraduate at Queen‟s 

University.  

 “There are many organizations and political leaders in 

Canada today who want to make it impossible for 

university and high school students to have the academic 

freedom to hear… the kinds of criticisms that shocked me 

as an 18-year-old,” said Paz. 

 Howard Tzvi Adelman, a Queen‟s University historian, 

said IHRA‟s examples represent a “stalking horse for a 

strategy to silence discourse about Israel and Palestinian 

rights.” 

 “These examples do not deal with the real dangers of 

violent, systemic antisemitism against Jews or Israel, but 

only with individuals, often speaking at universities,” he 

said. 

 Jillian Rogin, a law professor at the University of 

Windsor, said the dismissal of harsh criticism of Israel as 

antisemitic runs counter to Jewish traditions. 

 “Being Jewish means, fundamentally… to question, to 

debate and to never, ever uncritically accept any authority 

in any manifestation,” Rogin said her father taught her. 

 Hebrew University historian Amos Goldberg pointed 

towards the Trump administration‟s use of IHRA as a basis 

for cracking down on pro-Palestinian speech on university 

campuses, as well as the definition‟s use as a pretext to shut 

down a 2019 charity race for Gaza in London, U.K., and its 

use by NGO Monitor to label Israeli human rights group 

B‟tselem as antisemitic. 

 Through his experiences in the Israeli military, 

Goldberg said he came to the view that Zionism is a “moral 

dead end.” 

 “Nobody has to agree with me about that, but I don‟t 

want anyone to call me an antisemite,” he said. 

 The Canadian federal government, as well as 

provincial governments in Ontario and Quebec, have 

adopted IHRA. 

 A report by UofT‟s Antisemitism Working Group, 

released earlier this month, recommends against adopting 

any definition of antisemitism. 

 Roni Gechtman, an Israeli historian at Halifax‟s Mount 

Saint Vincent University, pointed towards the Jerusalem 

Declaration on Antisemitism as an alternative to IHRA, 

which distinguishes between antisemitism and anti-Zionism 

while recognizing where they can overlap. 

 Martin Sampson, a spokesperson for the Centre for 

Israel and Jewish Affairs, which has been one of the 

foremost Canadian organizations pushing for the adoption 
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Hassan Diab. Credit: Don Pratt 

of IHRA by various bodies, rejects the notion that it has 

been, or will be, used to censor pro-Palestinian 

perspectives. 

 “[IHRA] enables authorities at all levels to identify 

antisemitic incidents clearly and effectively in their 

respective spheres,” Sampson said. 

 “The ability to identify antisemitism empowers 

governments and individuals to stand up against it, 

ensuring it does not take further root in our society.”  

https://thecjn.ca/news/a-new-canadian-jewish-faculty-

group-opposes-the-ihra-definition-of-antisemitism/ 

INTERNATIONAL 
Experts Fear Canada Will Extradite Hassan Diab to 
France Again 

By Paul Weinberg, December 8, 2021 

Legal and human rights experts in Canada are expecting 

another miscarriage of justice in the case of Hassan Diab, 

with some worrying that a risk-averse Canada is not up to 

the task of defying France. 

  

 

 Sometime in the near future – nobody knows precisely 

when – an innocent man and Canadian citizen faces a 

possible second extradition which would plunge him 

headfirst into the nightmarish French legal system. This 

time, Hassan Diab, a Lebanese-born sociology professor, 

might not return to his family or teaching job at Carleton 

University in Ottawa. 

 What is unique here is France‟s desire to have Diab 

face criminal prosecution before its single national court for 

all terrorist offences – the special Assize Court of Paris. 

 Diab is likely facing stale evidence from French 

prosecutors and police going back to 2008, some of it based 

on secret intelligence obtained through torture. All of it was 

subsequently discredited by both French and Canadian 

investigators, the latter including the RCMP. 

 Legal and human rights experts in Canada are 

expecting another miscarriage of justice. “We‟re quite 

confident now that the French legal system is biased 

against [Diab] personally. Now, that‟s what is so shocking 

about this case,” says Rob Currie, a Dalhousie University 

law professor and an expert on extradition law. 

 The special Assize Court was established in France in 

2019 as part of its series of emergency powers to deal with 

a spate of largely radical Islamist terrorist attacks which are 

a byproduct of a national failure to come to terms with a 

legacy of colonialism, racism and Islamophobia. 

 Roger Clark, a former Amnesty International Canada 

Secretary-General, estimates that before this court was set 

up in 2017, there were almost 500 cases involving about 

1,500 people charged with terrorism. 

 He expects that Diab, now in his late 60s, may wait 

years before it is his turn to have his case heard in Paris. 

 “It is an unknown situation – we don‟t know what is 

going to happen, we don‟t know when it is going to 

happen, we don‟t even know if it is going to happen,” says 

Clark, a spokesperson for the Justice for Hassan Diab 

support committee in Ottawa. 

Let us step back. There was an earlier extradition of 

Diab to France which occurred in 2014 and began as a legal 

process in Canada in 2008.  It was then that police in 

France first fingered Diab publicly as the primary culprit in 

the Oct. 3, 1980 attack on the Rue Copernic synagogue in 

Paris. The bomber under an alias drove a motorbike 

carrying explosive material that was ignited outside the 

shul. Four people died and 40 were wounded. The 300 

taking part in the religious service inside managed to 

escape. 

It was a horrific act in which the just cause of 

Palestinian rights was stained by antisemitic violence and 

havoc upon innocent lives. The victims‟ families naturally 

wanted the perpetrator caught, charged and convicted, but it 

has proven a difficult case for the French police to solve. 

The fact that Hassan Diab – a common name in Lebanon – 

was born there, and that the Popular Front for the 

Liberation of Palestine, the group connected to the blast, 

happened to originate in Beirut seemed more than a 

coincidence to the investigators. 

 Somewhere along the way tunnel vision took hold of 

the French investigation, and so Diab became the main 

suspect. A sample of the circumstantial evidence the police 

faced, says Roger Clark, involved the discovery of Diab‟s 

passport during a search by customs at the Rome Airport in 

1981. It had gone missing or was stolen amidst the chaos of 

the Lebanese civil war while Diab was living in Beirut. 

Now the document turned up in the luggage of a man 

smuggling fake passports. It was evident from the date 

stamps that the unknown user was in Spain between 

https://thecjn.ca/news/a-new-canadian-jewish-faculty-group-opposes-the-ihra-definition-of-antisemitism/
https://thecjn.ca/news/a-new-canadian-jewish-faculty-group-opposes-the-ihra-definition-of-antisemitism/
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September 20 and October 7, and thus had no connection to 

a crime happening at the same time in France. 

 Nonetheless, Diab was charged and thus became the 

scapegoat. That is how Yasser Louati, founder of the Paris-

based Justice & Liberties for All Committee puts it: 

“Tremendous political and media pressure is applied on 

their shoulders to try quickly to find the guilty person.” 

 Sometime after Diab was arrested by the RCMP at the 

request of France in 2008 and subsequently lost his 

academic position, police officers and reporters from 

France assured the CBC-TV program Fifth Estate in a 13-

minute documentary (luridly titled Time Bomb: The Hunt 

for Hassan Diab) that the case against him was a slam dunk 

despite Diab‟s consistent denial of culpability in the crime. 

Moreover, additional arrests in the bombing were coming 

soon. 

 But that proved premature. Dr. Diab is the sole suspect. 

In a series of appeals against the Canadian court approval 

of his extradition to France, his lawyer Donald Bayne 

fought to discredit the prosecution evidence, but it did not 

matter. Justice Robert Maranger at the Ontario Superior 

Court of Justice in 2011 said as much after signing off on 

the handing over of Hassan Diab to French authorities. 

 “The case presented by the Republic of France against 

Mr. Diab is a weak case; the prospects of conviction in the 

context of a fair trial, seem unlikely. However, it matters 

not that I hold this view.”  

 By 2014, all the court appeals were exhausted. Dr. 

Diab started his three-year stint in solitary confinement in a 

prison near Paris. The French prosecution did not move to 

immediate trial because it needed more time to build its 

case. Apparently French law in terrorist cases allows for a 

four-year detention of an accused person. 

 The 1999 Canadian extradition legislation passed in 

Parliament in Canada is in urgent need of serious 

amendments to avoid this scenario happening again, says 

Rob Currie. He maintains that there must be better 

assurance that the trial of an accused Canadian in a foreign 

state take place in a timely fashion. 

 On January 12, 2018, French investigative judges 

dismissed the charges against Diab and set him free to 

return to Canada.  Building upon investigations in Canada 

and France (kept secret and not shared with Donald Bayne 

and Hassan Diab), they confirmed that fingerprint evidence 

from the bomber found on a Paris hotel registration card at 

the time of the 1980 attack excluded Diab as a suspect. 

Also, from interviews with witnesses it was clear that Diab 

was in Beirut writing his university exams during the 13 

days from the arrival of the 1980 bomber in Paris on Sept. 

22 and his departure on Oct. 3. 

 Somewhat like the theatre of the absurd, the 2018 

decision was not the final word in this bureaucratic 

exercise. Both the prosecutors and 23 organizations in 

France, including some representing victims of terrorists, 

launched an appeal. On January 27, 2021, the investigating 

chamber of the French Court of Appeal rejected the 

investigative judges‟ exoneration of Diab and ordered that 

he be put on trial for the 1980 bombing after all. 

Furthermore, the highest court in France, the Court de 

Cassation, concurred. 

 Of note is how the French Court of Appeal issued its 

decision without proof that Diab could have quickly flown 

back and forth during exams between Beirut and Paris to 

set the bomb and leave discreetly. 

 Donald Bayne told an Oct. 21 press conference that 

this statement by the Court of Appeal represented “sheer 

speculation not allowed as evidence in any legitimate legal 

system.” 

 Yasser Louati goes further and argues that the French 

Court of Appeal made a decision that was unprecedented 

and without parallel in the French legal system. “Diab has 

been freed and cleared, and so he can move on with his life. 

There must be political pressure on the [French] 

government to call him back for his extradition. There is no 

other explanation.” 

 Louati also agrees, as does the Hassan Diab Support 

Committee, that Diab‟s Muslim background is a factor in a 

post 9-11 anti-terror case. “The fact that a person is 

receiving special treatment because of his religion would 

not be something new in France,” he adds. 

 Right now, Diab sits in limbo. A group of legal experts 

including Donald Bayne and Rob Currie and the 

International Civil Liberties Monitoring Group (ICLMG) 

are calling on Canada to say no to any second extradition 

request from France for Hassan Diab. This alliance is 

asking Ottawa to consider as an alternative their “Halifax” 

proposals (where a colloquium was held) to reform a 

broken Canadian extradition law that fails to provide due 

process to the accused during extradition hearings. 

 Also problematic, adds Currie, is the role of the federal 

Department of Justice lawyers in the International 

Assistance Group unit as “judge, jury and executioner” in 

both formally approving the handover to a foreign state and 

assisting that state in zealously getting the accused person 

out the door. 

 Tim McSorley, the national co-ordinator for the 

ICLMG, worries that a risk-averse Canada is not up to the 

task of defying France. “I believe that Canada wants to 

maintain good relations with France. They are worried 
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Yuli Novak. Credit: Daniel Tchetchik 

about a conflict with France over this. They don‟t want to 

be seen as criticizing France s legal system,” he says. 

 Indeed, a Paris-based lawyer, Avi Bitton, expects 

Hassan Diab to be flown back to France, where the 

conviction rate for alleged terrorists is high at the special 

Assize Court of Paris. “France and Canada have signed an 

extradition convention. I find it hard to see how Canada 

would refuse a second extradition of an individual after 

having accepted the first. “ 

 The other scenario is also dire. Diab could also be tried 

and convicted in France in absentia, i.e., without his 

presence in court or in that country. He would then be “a 

convicted criminal in the eyes of French law,” explains 

Currie, and thus liable for arrest in countries with 

negotiated extradition treaties with France. 

 So far nobody is lobbying inside Canada to hand over 

Diab, says Roger Clark, in contrast to the clamour to do 

just that from the Centre for Israel and Jewish Affairs 

during the first extradition bid after 2008. 

 Although Prime Minister Justin Trudeau has in the past 

expressed sympathy for the plight of Hassan Diab, his 

government‟s policy is strictly hands-off. Officially, his 

government is following the current extradition procedures 

(as flawed as they are) of waiting to hear from France in the 

form of confidential diplomatic notes that a request is 

coming. 

 A major concern is that Canada is not learning from its 

past mistake that in agreeing to the extradition of Chinese 

business executive Meng Wanzhou to the U.S., it found 

itself manipulated in a U.S.-China trade dispute and lost 

sight of the lengthy incarceration imposed on two Canadian 

men, the so-called “two Michaels,” in China. 

 Ottawa may again play the patsy in the Hassan Diab 

matter if France comes calling again.  

https://rabble.ca/human-rights/experts-fear-canada-will-

extradite-hassan-diab-to-france-again/ 

Ed. Note: Since this story was published in rabble.ca, 

Hassan Diab is slated to go on trial in France in 2023, five 

years after he was released from prison and allowed to 

return to Canada after a panel of investigative judges ruled 

there was a lack of evidence to try him. 

MIDDLE EAST 

Labeled a Traitor, She Fled Israel. Now She 
Wants to Deconstruct Zionism  

Abridged by Carl Rosenberg from an article by Shany 

Littman in Ha‟aretz, January 28, 2022 

(https://www.haaretz.com) 

Cabinet ministers accused her of treason and she routinely 

received threats on her life. Yuli Novak, who headed the 

anti-occupation group Breaking the Silence, felt that her 

only recourse was to flee. After a long journey far from 

Israel, she concluded that the Israeli left must now take 

more radical directions 

 Something or someone behind my back is stressing 

Yuli Novak out. She‟s talking to me, but her eyes are 

constantly darting beyond me, and she‟s not finishing 

completing her sentences. Turning around, I see a young 

guy standing at a distance, seemingly immersed in his 

phone. 

 “I don‟t like the looks of him,” murmurs Novak. At the 

far end of the square, not far from us, a line of people wait 

to enter the tent where COVID tests are being administered. 

Novak continues to stare at the guy with the phone and 

finally says hello to him. A brief conversation reveals that 

he‟s waiting his turn to be tested, and in the meantime is 

roaming around a little. The possibility that he is infectious 

provides a good excuse for asking him with a smile to 

move off, without having to explain that the real reason has 

nothing to do with the pandemic and everything with the 

feeling of fear that strikes Novak whenever she returns to 

Habima Square in central Tel Aviv. It was here that she 

first felt that her life was in danger. 

 It was the summer of 2014, a few days after the start of 

Israel‟s Operation Protective Edge in the Gaza Strip. The 

army shelled Gaza, and Novak, who was then the executive 

director of Breaking the Silence – an organization that 

collects and publishes testimony from discharged Israeli 

soldiers and reservists about their experiences in the 

occupied territories – was attending a demonstration in the 

square calling for solidarity with both Gazans and the 

https://rabble.ca/human-rights/experts-fear-canada-will-extradite-hassan-diab-to-france-again/
https://rabble.ca/human-rights/experts-fear-canada-will-extradite-hassan-diab-to-france-again/
https://www.haaretz.com/
https://www.haaretz.com/israel-news/.premium-why-breaking-the-silence-became-the-most-hated-group-in-israel-1.5378452
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Israeli town of Sderot near the Gaza border. The left-wing 

demonstrators were countered by protesters from the right; 

the two groups were separated by a few dozen police 

officers. At 9 o‟clock an air-raid siren wailed, as Hamas 

fired rockets at Tel Aviv. 

 “All the police who were here evaporated in an 

instant,” Novak recalls. “And then the masked people 

started to hit us with clubs. The line had been crossed. It 

was violence of the sort I knew from tours in Hebron and 

other places in the territories, but the moment it suddenly 

arrived in the center of Tel Aviv it was very scary. It‟s not 

Bil‟in, it‟s Habima Square.” 

 A little more than a year later, after the organization 

she headed had been marked as a fifth column, her sense of 

security had vanished completely. She no longer went 

outside alone but always in the company of someone to 

keep an eye on her. The familiar streets felt like uncharted 

territory. “I didn‟t know it then,” she says. “But losing the 

streets was one more stage on the road to losing your home. 

It was an acknowledgment that it was no longer safe for us here. 

 “When I joined Breaking the Silence, it was clear to 

me that I was there to manage a human rights organization 

in a democratic country. That means I have the right to 

express opinions and also criticism, and that the state 

apparatus is supposed to allow me to do that and to 

safeguard me in a manner that will ensure that right. I knew 

the apparatus was unfair and even very cruel to people who 

are not me. But somehow that didn‟t undermine my basic 

trust in the system, which until that stage hadn‟t 

disappointed me. I grew up in it, it had given me every 

opportunity to succeed. In one fell swoop, within a week, 

the world turned upside down on us.” 

 The first instant of that upheaval took place on 

December 13, 2015, an event Novak writes about in her 

newly published book, Who Do You Think You Are? People 

who are today Members of Knesset [Parliament] (MKs) 

from the coalition urged then-President Reuven Rivlin to 

cancel his participation in a conference being held by 

Haaretz in New York, in which the representative of 

Breaking the Silence there was also scheduled to speak. 

The MKs claimed that Breaking the Silence was 

conducting a campaign of delegitimization against the 

Israel Defense Forces and the State of Israel. (Rivlin did 

not cancel.) 

 A few days later, the right-wing organization ImTirtzu 

issued a report about “foreign agents,” alleging that foreign 

governments were underwriting local left-wing 

organizations and through them working against Israel 

Defense Forces soldiers and Israel. The peak that week was 

the release of a clip by ImTirtzu in which leaders of four 

human rights organizations – Breaking the Silence, 

B‟Tselem, the Public Committee against Torture, and the 

Center for the Defense of the Individual – were named as 

supporters of Palestinian terrorism. The education minister 

at the time, Naftali Bennett, announced that he would 

would bar representatives of Breaking the Silence from 

giving talks in schools. The organization – whose activity 

few people had ever heard of until then, although it was 

founded in 2004 – was constantly in the headlines. 

 At the end of that week, there was another 

demonstration in Tel Aviv, this one outside Likud party 

headquarters. That was the first time members of her 

organization asked her not to walk around alone. “Tel 

Aviv? Here I need a bodyguard? But then people around 

you say, „Don‟t go around alone. We‟ll see to it that 

someone goes with you.‟ From that you‟re supposed to 

understand that you‟re meant to be afraid. 

 “There were a lot of threats. It was standard fare for 

people to call and say, „We‟re coming to kill you.‟ “ 

 Novak‟s automatic response was simply to stop being 

afraid. “After a talk I gave somewhere, I was standing next 

to my car, looking for something, and there was a 

demonstration there against Breaking the Silence, which 

was quite standard. Then I got into the car and I saw that 

the friend who was with me had turned totally pale. She 

said, „Did you notice what just happened? Twenty people 

stood there and cursed you and spat and screamed like 

crazy people.‟ I hadn‟t heard them. I‟d reached a stage 

where it had become so automatic for me to be in that kind 

of situation of hatred and violence that I no longer saw it. 

 “On the other hand, I didn‟t leave the house much, and 

when I did it was with sunglasses and a hat, so I wouldn‟t 

be recognized. But people recognized me. In a small 

minority of cases, people would approach me and say thank 

you and compliment me, but in most cases people screamed 

at me. It was a period when there was no place I could sit 

outside the house. 

 “For a long time I told myself there was nothing to be 

afraid of, and more than that: Who are you to be afraid? 

There‟s an occupation going on. I‟m not the victim, after 

all. But there was something very disturbing, not least the 

fact that we had lost the unwritten contract that I thought 

people like me had with the Israeli regime. I thought I was 

a patriot and a Zionist, and that I would contribute to the 

country, I would do army service, and in return the state 

would safeguard me. But the contract was conditional: as 

long as I obeyed. And the moment something didn‟t suit it, 

the system turned against me. I was being told: „If you are 

against the occupation, and think that fighting in Gaza is 

something you need to demonstrate against, then you are 

not part of us.‟” 

Novak, at centre, with red palm raised, at a Tel Aviv demonstration 
against anti-gay violence, August 2015. She says she perceived fear as 
a privilege she could not allow herself. Credit: MotiMilrod 

https://www.haaretz.com/opinion/.premium-the-proto-fascist-plot-to-destroy-israeli-democracy-1.5378187
https://www.haaretz.com/israel-news/.premium-israel-passes-law-targeting-groups-that-support-soldiers-indictment-1.6284735
https://www.haaretz.com/israel-news/.premium-israel-passes-law-targeting-groups-that-support-soldiers-indictment-1.6284735
https://www.haaretz.com/israel-news/.premium-israel-passes-law-targeting-groups-that-support-soldiers-indictment-1.6284735
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 Then came the even more frightening stage in the 

public assault. At the beginning of January 2016, Fact, a 

veteran investigative program, broadcast an item showing 

how a right-wing organization had infiltrated moles into 

Ta‟ayush – Arab Jewish Partnership and had collected 

information about the NGO‟s activists. Three individuals 

from the organization were taken into custody by police 

following the report, on suspicion of harming state security. 

Novak and her colleagues were apprehensive that they were 

next in line. A few days later, a call from the newspaper 

Yedioth Ahronoth proved that their fears were well 

founded: A right-wing mole had indeed infiltrated Breaking 

the Silence and had filmed meetings and conversations. 

“We started to look into it and we found the person. If I 

have to pinpoint the moment that made me paranoid, in the 

sense that I could no longer know what was real and what 

wasn‟t – it was when we discovered that one of the active 

members was actually surveilling us. It was a shocking 

moment, understanding that this person, who was with us 

on social occasions, had recorded us.” 

 The worst thing is that suddenly all the long-time 

associates became suspects. “Years later, a woman who 

was with us told me that they thought that maybe I was the 

mole. I too had arrived four years earlier from nowhere; no 

one knew me. So why shouldn‟t it be me? After something 

like that happens, you can no longer trust even the people 

closest to you.” 

 Recordings made by the mole were broadcast and 

unleashed a new wave of attacks on the organization. Prime 

Minister Benjamin Netanyahu railed against them, MK Avi 

Dichter (a former director of the Shin Bet) said that their 

activity raised “suspicion of espionage,” and ministers 

Yariv Levin and Moshe Ya‟alon accused them of treason. 

Even though Ya‟alon, the Minister of Defense at the time 

and a former chief of staff, retracted his comment, he 

instructed the IDF to launch an investigation of Breaking 

the Silence, which eventually was passed on to the Shin 

Bet. The state prosecution demanded that the group hand 

over material that would reveal the identity of the soldiers 

who had testified about their activity in the territories. 

(Breaking the Silence publishes the testimonies 

anonymously, but says it goes to great lengths to verify 

their veracity.) 

 Breaking the Silence became one of the most reviled 

groups in Israel. Yet even Novak was surprised when the 

author of an inflammatory Facebook post published the 

personal phone numbers of the organization‟s activists – 

and also the numbers of her grandparents, who received 

harassing phone calls.  

 Novak was nonplussed by the confrontation that 

developed between her and the Israeli mainstream – it 

didn‟t sit with her perception of herself. She was born in 

Tel Aviv in 1982 (“three weeks before the start of the 

Lebanon War”) and grew up in Ramat Gan. Her father was 

a businessman, and her mother, Dorit Novak, served in the 

career army for many years as the head of a unit in the 

headquarters of the chief education officer. She recently 

completed a stint as director general of the Yad Vashem 

Holocaust Memorial. Her maternal grandfather was a 

member of the Irgun, the pre-1948 underground 

organization led by Menachem Begin. 

 As a teenager, she possessed a left-wing political 

awareness; following the assassination of Yitzhak Rabin, in 

1995, she was one of the “candle youth” and joined the 

movement founded by Rabin‟s son, A Whole Generation 

Demands Peace. “It was left-wing lite, which in retrospect 

seems to me very naïve – great faith in what was then 

called the „peace process‟, without knowing too many 

details,” she relates. “I knew there was an occupation and 

that it was bad, and that‟s pretty much as far as it went.” 

 The home she grew up in was not very political, but the 

army was a dominant presence. “As a girl I was proud that 

my mother came to parents‟ meetings at school in her 

uniform. It was a period in which very few mothers worked 

full-time and had genuine careers, and I was happy that my 

mother was doing something important. I read all the books 

that told stories of heroism, and all kinds of war diaries.” 

Novak didn‟t have to resort to books in order to find a 

classic Israeli story of heroism. Her mother had lost her 

partner in the Yom Kippur War, nine years before Yuli was 

born. “I grew up knowing about Tali [Naftali Siderer], who 

was killed, along with his brother, Ashi [Asher], at the Suez 

Canal on the same day. That‟s the story I was born into. We 

used to visit their mother, at Kibbutz Mishmar Hasharon.” 

 Novak did five years of military service. She then 

completed undergraduate and master‟s degrees in law in a 

Tel Aviv University interdisciplinary program for 

outstanding students, clerked in the state prosecution and 

was admitted to the bar. In 2012, she applied for the 

position of executive director of Breaking the Silence. 

“[My family] were very supportive, even though my choice 

to engage in politics in this way wasn‟t their ideal.” 

 In 2015, Breaking the Silence hit the headlines, and 

Novak was catapulted from anonymity into being a person 

who was recognized on the street. “The crazier the political 

situation became, the more I became identified with 

Breaking the Silence both internally and externally, and it 

was truly a war experience. I became distant from my 

whole milieu, including friends and family. I no longer 

knew who I could trust. Not necessarily that someone 

would do something out of malice, but I was afraid they 

wouldn‟t understand that they were doing something that 

https://www.haaretz.com/israel-news/.premium-israeli-leftist-taped-setting-up-palestinians-who-seek-to-sell-land-to-jews-1.5387947
https://www.haaretz.com/israel-news/.premium-israeli-leftist-taped-setting-up-palestinians-who-seek-to-sell-land-to-jews-1.5387947
https://www.haaretz.com/israel-news/.premium-israeli-leftist-taped-setting-up-palestinians-who-seek-to-sell-land-to-jews-1.5387947
https://www.haaretz.com/israel-news/.premium-israeli-leftist-taped-setting-up-palestinians-who-seek-to-sell-land-to-jews-1.5387947
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“The People vs. the Foreign Agents”: A Tel Aviv building site 

covered with IrTirtzu signs accusing left-wing organizations of 

working to undermine the IDF, Tel Aviv, 2015. Credit: MotiMilrod 

might hurt me. So I gradually stopped talking to them. 

They were very concerned about me, but I didn‟t really let 

them get close, so we drifted apart. 

 “I saw how elements that had shaped my previous self 

were fading away. I lost the security of home and the 

togetherness of relationships. Friends became strangers, I 

brought loneliness on myself. I was very disconnected, 

totally engaged in the struggle. My feeling was that  

whoever wasn‟t inside couldn‟t understand what was going 

on. And I was also edgy and angry all the time. I was 

totally burned out. I stopped eating, I didn‟t sleep. I got to a 

state in which I wasn‟t able to think.” 

 Novak left Breaking the Silence in the first week of 

August 2017, physically and mentally broken. She realized 

that she had to escape from Israel, though she hadn‟t a clue 

as to where. “An instant before totally breaking apart, I 

took a chance: I boarded a plane with a one-way ticket,” 

she writes in the book. “I had nothing to lose. All I wanted 

was to go to the edge – the edge of the world, the edge of 

the cliff, the edge of the psyche – and see what would 

happen when I‟d get there. In the worst case, I told myself, 

I‟ll go down.” 

 Novak embarked on a journey that lasted more than a 

year. She began in Iceland, went on to the Portuguese 

island of Madeira, then to Ireland and ended with a lengthy 

and meaningful chapter in South Africa. Throughout the 

journey, she never stopped writing. Her intention was not 

to write a book – she was trying to understand what she had 

been through. After a year she looked at the pages that had 

accumulated and decided to organize them into a memoir. 

Throughout the book, she moves backward and forward in 

time, reconstructing what she went through during the 

years of the tempest, relating significant experiences and 

encounters along the way, and also becoming disillusioned 

with the Israeli-Zionist story she‟d believed in – though it 

wasn‟t completely clear what she would replace it with. 

 “Everything fell into place, and suddenly I had more 

and more memories of frightening things that had 

happened. How fearful I was of being at home and of 

someone coming in, and the feeling that I was constantly 

being followed, and how I was afraid to speak both at home 

and outside, because maybe someone would recognize me. 

I didn‟t know what was waiting for me behind the door of 

my apartment, in what was once home.” 

 The single longest period of her journey – almost a 

year – was spent in Cape Town. Since returning to Israel in 

2018 she continues to fly back and forth to South Africa, 

trying to stay a few weeks in each country. This is also her 

principal political and professional occupation at the 

moment: taking groups from think tanks to South Africa. 

“In South Africa, after a few months of wandering, I met 

people who had taken part in the apartheid struggle, and we 

connected quickly. They were whites who switched sides. 

That connection was what prompted me to stay and there 

was a level of mutual identification: They told me their 

story and I told them mine. Something in our states of mind 

brought us together. 

 “In one of our first encounters, they told me that they 

know how difficult it is to act against who you are. I told 

them that I hadn‟t acted against anyone; it was they who 

had acted against me. But after the initial resistance, I 

understood, with their help, that it would benefit me to turn 

my gaze inward. That was the first time I started to 

understand that the problem was also the story I was telling 

myself about my home. 

 “I was able to set aside the normative judgment, and 

listen. I heard things that stunned me. First of all, the primal 

understanding that from the viewpoint of the Afrikaners, 

South Africa is their homeland. They are not Europeans, 

but rather have developed their own identity. They thought 

they were the only democracy in Africa, and that apartheid 

was their only way to preserve themselves as a democracy. 

That screwed up my head. How could you be living under 

an apartheid regime and think you were the only 

democracy in Africa? They were convinced that without 

apartheid, the Black people would throw them into the sea. 

I discern that today here, too. It gives you a look at how our 

future might look if we don‟t do things properly.” 

 The Israeli and Zionist collective to which Novak 

thought she belonged, suddenly seemed to represent a 

mistaken narrative. “I was told that the only way for me to 

live in this region is via a perpetual war with everyone 

around. But that is a choice, and one can also tell a different 

story. One could, for example, aspire to give priority to 

everyone who lives here in the region, without being 

divided nationally. A story could be told that the supreme 
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goal is not to isolate ourselves, but for us to know the 

language of the region and not remain disconnected from it. 

But no one ever invited me to tell the story of this place in a 

way other than living by the sword. And that is a jolting 

revelation. Just because it‟s my home doesn‟t mean it can‟t 

be someone else‟s home, too. 

 “I am starting to deconstruct the concept of Zionism. 

There is Zionism as a political regime structure, which 

holds onto the idea of militarism as a necessary tool of 

survival. It gives one group an advantage over others, it is 

very frightened and it is also very insensitive to the 

suffering of the other. I have ceased to believe in that 

political structure. But for me Zionism is also many other 

things – identity, language, memory of places, moments 

with friends. And it is also the army, which is an essential 

part of me. And I don‟t want to and am not capable of 

kicking off that identity. But we will be compelled to forgo 

the political structure.” 

 When she was in Breaking the Silence, says Novak, 

she didn‟t understand that by the very fact of the 

organization‟s espousal of the military and national ethos, 

“we remained within the legitimate Zionist discourse, 

which accepted certain presuppositions about this place, 

such as that this country has first of all to be Jewish. It‟s not 

by chance that [the left-wing party] Meretz can sit with 

Bennett [head of the right-wing Yemina] in the same 

government. Those are the boundaries of the legitimate 

political space as they are perceived by the majority of the 

Jews, including those on the left. I want to depart from that 

and invite other people to come with me. To go over that 

wall is extremely frightening, but as soon as you‟re over it, 

it‟s a marvelous liberation. 

 “In Breaking the Silence, it was clear to us that it‟s 

important to tell the world about the wrongs being done 

here, in order to call on the world to intervene. It‟s an 

illusion to think that the conversation can be confined to a 

particular region. This matter will not be solved 

domestically. It‟s not an internal affair of one ethnic group 

that lives here.” 

 “The basis of what Breaking the Silence is doing – to 

use the tool of testimony – is good and important. If only 

more silences were broken here – about the police, about 

the Supreme Court and about the media. But as a political 

agenda, the line of the Zionist left – which marks the Green 

Line as a substantive entity symbolizing the separation 

between what is legitimate and what is not legitimate – is 

unacceptable. Because when you ask that vexing question – 

what is the difference between KiryatArba [the urban 

settlement abutting Hebron] and Tel Aviv – I don‟t have a 

good answer. The political structure was intended from the 

get-go to preserve a Jewish majority, and in that sense it 

was undemocratic. My identification with that story has 

ceased.” 

 She will not be the one to lead the new movement. 

“We, the privileged ones within the existing regime, have 

the role of launching this long journey of consciousness. 

But those who will finally lead the struggle and the political 

movement that will be established, according to my logic, 

will be Palestinian women. I no longer want to be a symbol 

of something that is not me. Now I want to uncover the 

stories that built us, and examine which of them we want to 

hold onto and which we are prepared to let go of. The story 

of living by the sword no longer has a future. I have no 

interest in it.” 

 One matter she finds grating in retrospect is the degree 

to which Breaking the Silence drew its legitimacy from the 

fact that witnesses and supporters have all been male 

soldiers. “At the time I was not critical at all with regard to 

the implications of „giving the floor to men in uniform.‟ 

Today I can‟t handle that. It‟s at the heart of what is 

screwed up here, and that is what we did. 

 “The understanding that [male] chauvinism is part of 

the structure – and that was something I didn‟t see. And 

there is something almost of a reverse irony: A woman 

heading such a masculine organization creates an illusion 

of feminism, but there is absolutely no connection with 

feminism. The fact that a strong woman heads an 

organization doesn‟t make it feminist. I can‟t recall 

anything feminist that I did during my time in Breaking the 

Silence.” 

 “The battle we waged is one of unequal forces. We 

were an organization of 15 young people against everyone 

– the prime minister, all the cabinet ministers who hitched a 

ride on us, the Knesset, the media, the state prosecution 

demanding that we identify our witnesses, threats from all 

directions. By all rights, we should have collapsed. But we 

survived, and the organization is still developing and 

growing. In that sense, we didn‟t lose.” 

 In other senses, Novak says, Breaking the Silence, and 

above all the left and the civil society organizations, have 

lost a great deal. “The Israeli left-wing camp found itself 

facing a danger it never imagined existed. The feeling of 

persecution hadn‟t existed until then, and those processes 

[that were set in motion] continued afterward. People here 

were told that they have an enemy, and the enemy is 

within, and it‟s Breaking the Silence or B‟Tselem. Two 

years later they were told that the enemy is the left-wing 

media, and three years later that the courts are the enemy. 

The systems don‟t fall apart, but they shape themselves in 

relation to the regime‟s values. So for sure we did not win. 

Personally, I got a very strong and violent kick that forced 
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me to ask myself questions I hadn‟t known how to ask 

before. It‟s not a path that I wish on anyone. 

 “There was a moment on that journey [away from 

Israel] when I suddenly grasped that the compass was 

pointing in the opposite direction – it was no longer 

pointing to getting away from here, but to the way back. 

The political mission now is a billion times more 

complicated, but it has no dissonance. There is something 

that can abide with truth. There‟s no more need for talking 

points.” 

Continued from page 1 

 So, what happened in Texas? It turned out that Malik 

Faisal Akram, the hostage taker, was a British Muslim with 

a mental health issue who acted alone. In his utterances 

towards Rabbi Cytron-Walker and the congregants during a 

12-hour ordeal, the gunman was relying on the antisemitic 

trope of Jewish influence to pressure the freeing of a 

controversial Pakistani woman academic, Dr. Aafia 

Siddiqui, who is serving an 86-year prison sentence in 

Texas for intending to kill American soldiers in 

Afghanistan.   

 The effort in some American media to paint the events 

in Texas as a by-product of Muslim-Jewish hostility has 

proven to be false. Among the media errors was the initial 

reporting that Akram was a respected architect in Houston 

and the brother of the imprisoned Dr. Siddiqui. At the same 

time the FBI tried initially and mistakenly to suggest that 

antisemitism was not a factor in the hostage taking. 

 Haaretz commentator Anshel Pfeffer reminds us of the 

randomness of attacks even on small communities of Jews 

around the world rather than something classified as an 

organized pogrom in a January 17 article. The FBI was 

right – but also wrong – in saying the Texas synagogue 

attack wasn‟t antisemitic. (U.S. News - Haaretz.com) 

 For a comprehensive account of what transpired, seek 

out New York Times reporter Melina Delkic: “What We 

Know About the Hostage Situation in a Texas Synagogue - 

The New York Times (nytimes.com). Getting back to the 

heart of the story, Dallas-based Rabbi Nancy Kasten told 

Amy Goodman and Juan Gonzalez on the online 

Democracy Now show on January 18 that local Muslim 

community leaders mobilized to support the beleaguered 

Colleyville shul and the Jewish community. Furthermore, 

Rabbi Cytron-Walker has worked tirelessly to promote 

interfaith dialogue between Jews and Muslims.  

 There was no armed guard at Beth Israel when Akram 

arrived at the door of the Sabbath service which was being 

streamed into congregant homes. Only four were in 

attendance in the sanctuary including the rabbi. Out of 

compassionate grounds the man who appeared homeless 

was allowed inside by Rabbi Cytron-Walker. Once the 

hostage taking began, the strategy by the rabbi was to 

dialogue with the gunman to calm the situation down. But 

Akram was increasingly agitated and the hostages had to 

make their move to escape after being held captive for 11 hours. 

 Rabbi Kasten provided the context of a dominant 

Republican and Islamophobic political climate “that creates 

a lot of opportunity for very misguided and false 

information to be perpetrated about the Muslim 

community”. (Texas Rabbi: Despite False Media 

Narratives, Synagogue Attack Brought Jewish & Muslim 

Communities Together | Democracy Now!) 

 Phil Weiss, editor and founder of Mondoweiss, tried 

with difficulty to unpack why Rabbi Cytron-Walker is 

leaving the Beth Israel synagogue this spring after his 

contract was not renewed despite an apparent popularity in 

the congregation. One Facebook post by a former 

congregant alleged that the rabbi called Israel an apartheid 

state and kept guns out of shul. Apparently, the rabbi 

denied using the word apartheid but undoubtedly has 

concerns about Israeli treatment of the Palestinians. 

 He did indeed sign a group letter opposing Israeli 

annexation plans in the occupied West Bank as a 

“catastrophic mistake” and which places “Israel in flagrant 

violation of international laws and undermine Israel‟s status 

as a democracy.” (Hero rabbi of Texas is said to have leveled 

„apartheid‟ accusation against Israel: Mondoweiss)  

  UNITED JEWISH PEOPLE’S ORDER  

The United Jewish People’s Order develops and 
perpetuates a progressive secular approach to social 
and cultural matters, our Jewish heritage, the 
Yiddish language and holiday and festival 
celebrations; we sponsor secular Jewish education, 
musical and cultural groups, concerts, lectures, 
public forums, and take part in social action and 
related community activities.  
 
Opinions expressed in signed articles are the 
authors’ and not necessarily those of UJPO. 

585 Cranbrooke Ave, 
Toronto, ON, M6A 2X9 
Phone: 416-789-5502 

Fax: 416-789-5981 
 

Email: ujpo@ujpo.org 
 

Website: www.ujpo.org 
 

This newsletter is available online at  

https://www.winchevskycentre.org/newsletters  
 

Affiliations: 
 

Congress of Secular Jewish Organizations (CSJO); 
Canadian Peace Alliance (CPA); 

International Institute for Secular Humanistic  
Judaism (IISHJ) 

 
Edited By UJPO National Board Members 

 
Volunteer produced 

 

Fair Use/Dealing Notice: This issue contains some copyrighted material, the use of which has not always been specifically authorized by the copyright owner. We are making such material available in our efforts to advance 
understanding of journalism, politics, human rights, democracy, social justice and other issues of concern to the public. We believe this constitutes a fair dealing and fair use of any such copyrighted material as provided for in Part 
III Section 29 of the Canadian Copyright Law and Section 107 of the U.S. Copyright Law. In accordance with the sections titled Acts Undertaken Without Motive of Gain (Canada) and Title 17 U.S.C. Section 107 (U.S.), the material 
in this publication is distributed without profit to those who have expressed a prior interest in receiving the included information for research and educational purposes. If you wish to use copyrighted material from this issue for 
purposes of your own that go beyond fair dealing and fair use, you must obtain prior permission from the copyright owner. 

https://www.haaretz.com/us-news/.premium.HIGHLIGHT-texas-synagogue-attack-being-jewish-at-the-wrong-time-and-the-wrong-place-1.10543883
https://www.haaretz.com/us-news/.premium.HIGHLIGHT-texas-synagogue-attack-being-jewish-at-the-wrong-time-and-the-wrong-place-1.10543883
https://www.haaretz.com/us-news/.premium.HIGHLIGHT-texas-synagogue-attack-being-jewish-at-the-wrong-time-and-the-wrong-place-1.10543883
https://www.haaretz.com/us-news/.premium.HIGHLIGHT-texas-synagogue-attack-being-jewish-at-the-wrong-time-and-the-wrong-place-1.10543883
https://www.nytimes.com/2022/01/16/us/hostage-texas-synagogue.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2022/01/16/us/hostage-texas-synagogue.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2022/01/16/us/hostage-texas-synagogue.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2022/01/16/us/hostage-texas-synagogue.html
https://www.democracynow.org/2022/1/18/texas_jewish_community_hostage_synagogue
https://www.democracynow.org/2022/1/18/texas_jewish_community_hostage_synagogue
https://www.democracynow.org/2022/1/18/texas_jewish_community_hostage_synagogue
https://www.democracynow.org/2022/1/18/texas_jewish_community_hostage_synagogue
https://mondoweiss.net/2022/01/hero-rabbi-of-texas-is-said-to-have-leveled-apartheid-accusation-against-israel/
https://mondoweiss.net/2022/01/hero-rabbi-of-texas-is-said-to-have-leveled-apartheid-accusation-against-israel/
https://mondoweiss.net/2022/01/hero-rabbi-of-texas-is-said-to-have-leveled-apartheid-accusation-against-israel/
mailto:ujpo@ujpo.org
http://www.ujpo.org/
http://ujpo.org/ujpo-news/
http://ujpo.org/ujpo-news/
http://ujpo.org/ujpo-news/

